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The Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead adopted the Maidenhead Town Centre 
Area Action Plan (AAP) on the 27th September 2011 as a development plan document.  
In accordance with Regulations 16 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004, this statement has been prepared to deal with the 
environmental and wider sustainability impacts of the AAP. 
 
Strategic Environmental Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal 
 
The objective of European Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of 
certain plans and programmes on the environment is to provide for a high level of 
protection for the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental 
considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view 
to promoting sustainable development. 
 
The Directive is transposed into national legislation through the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.  The environmental 
assessment required under the Directive and Regulations is referred to as Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA). 
 
Authorities who prepare and/or adopt such plans or programmes must: 
 

• prepare a report on its likely significant environmental effects  
• consult environmental authorities and the public  
• take the report and the results of the consultation into account during the 

preparation process and before the plan or programme is adopted  
• make information available on the plan or programme as adopted and how the 

environmental assessment was taken into account. 
 
Section 39 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires local planning 
authorities to prepare their development plan documents with a view to contributing 
towards the achievement of sustainable development.  This is achieved through 
undertaking a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) which appraises the social, environmental 
and economic effects of a plan. 
 



National guidance allows the more holistic SA process to incorporate the more narrow 
requirements of SEA. 
 
How does this relate to the Maidenhead Town Centre AAP? 
 
The purpose of the Maidenhead Town Centre Area Action Plan is to provide detailed 
planning policy to guide development within Maidenhead town centre.  It covers a range 
of topics including places, economy, people and movement, as well as identifying six 
specific areas where significant change is envisaged. 
 
The AAP was prepared by a team of council planning officers and consultants.  The SA 
was carried out by a consultant who had not been involved with policy development. 
This ensured that the SA maintained independence from policy formation.  This 
integrated process also allowed for recommendations from the SA process to feed into 
and inform the AAP during its production. 
 
Purpose of this SA & SEA Adoption Statement 
 
This SA and SEA Adoption Statement shows: 
 

• How sustainability issues have been integrated into the AAP; 
• How the SA Report has been taken into account; 
• How the opinions express towards the SA report have been taken into 

account; 
• The reasons for choosing the AAP as adopted in light of other reasonable 

alternatives; 
• The measures that are to be taken to monitor the significant sustainability 

effects of the implementation of the AAP. 
 
How sustainability issues have been integrated into the AAP 
 
The process of SA/SEA enabled a range of sustainability issues to be incorporated into 
the AAP.  This was achieved by examining the requirements of plans and policies 
influencing Maidenhead town centre.  Baseline data was also collected for the plan area. 
 
The examination of other plans, policies and baseline data identified a number of 
sustainability issues which were considered in developing the vision and objectives, and 
subsequent spatial strategy for the AAP. 
 
How the SA Reports have been taken into account 
 
The findings of the SA/SEA process have been taken into account at all stages of the 
preparation of the AAP.  Full details of the SA process are set out in the SA Report 
which has been published alongside the AAP.   
 
a) Scoping Report (2007-2009) 
 
The SA/SEA process began with the preparation of a scoping report.  This report 
provided a summary of the plans and programmes which would influence the 
preparation of the AAP and baseline data for the plan area.  The report identified key 



sustainability issues and outlined a set of sustainability objectives against which the 
performance of the AAP could be tested.  These sustainability objectives covered a 
range of social, environmental and economic impacts, for example: improving the health 
and well-being of the population, conserving and enhancing biodiversity and sustaining 
economic growth.  Following consultation, a Revised Scoping Reports were published in 
June 2008 and June 2009. 
 
b) Sustainability Appraisal Reports (2010) 
 
The AAP Preferred Options Document (January 2010) and Submission Document 
(October 2010) were both tested for their sustainability performance.  The findings were 
published in Sustainability Appraisal Reports which accompanied the AAP documents.  
The SA Reports set out the results of the different policy options for the AAP in the short, 
medium and long-term.  They also set out means by which potential sustainability, 
including environmental, problems could be mitigated. 
 
The SA Reports formed part of the evidence base that accompanied the AAP and its 
examination. 
 
How the opinions express towards the SA Reports have been taken into account 
 
The process of SEA requires the notification consultation with the three key 
environmental bodies Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency.  
In addition, the views of other appropriate social and economic consultees were also 
been sought.  In general very few direct comments were made on the SA Report itself, 
but where appropriate amendments were made throughout the process. 
 
a) Scoping Report (2007-2009) 
 
The scoping report was originally published in 2007.  The report was revised and 
republished for consultation in 2008 and 2009.  Responses were received from Natural 
England, the Environment Agency and several other consultees.  Appropriate changes 
were made to the SA to address the issues raised. 
 
b) SA of AAP Preferred Options Document (2010) 
 
A response to the SA from the Environment Agency was received.  Where appropriate 
the AAP and the SA were amended to address the issues raised. 
 
c) SA of AAP Submission Document (2010) 
 
Responses to the SA were received from Natural England and the Environment Agency.  
Natural England confirmed that they had no comments on either the AAP or the SA.  
The Environment Agency commented primarily on the AAP, however, some related 
comments were made on the SA.  Where appropriate the AAP and the SA were 
amended to address the issues raised. 
 
In addition to consultation periods, it was also possible to comment on the SA Report as 
part of the examination process, for example in response to questions raised by the 
Inspector. 
 



The reasons for choosing the AAP as adopted in light of other reasonable 
alternatives 
 
The SA/SEA process provided a means of assessing the positive and negative effects of 
the AAP in light of the key issues.  For each policy area, the SA process explored 
various possible options and assessed their relative sustainability.  In most instances the 
most sustainable policy option has been selected and incorporated into the AAP.  There 
were however a small number of instances where other planning considerations were 
taken into account and a less sustainable approach was incorporated into the AAP.  Full 
justification is provided within the SA Report.  In all instances, mitigation measures were 
suggested and incorporated into the AAP to prevent, reduce or offset any significant 
adverse effects. 
 
Overall the SA Report concluded that the AAP represents the most sustainable way 
forward.  It provides the best balance between the need to rejuvenate and economically 
re-invigorate the town centre while also enhancing its sustainability. 
 
The measures that are to be taken to monitor significant effects 
 
The SA Report has been published alongside the adopted AAP.  The SA process does 
not however finish with the publication of these documents and the effects of 
implementation will continue to be monitored. 
 
Monitoring indictors are outlined in the SA Report.  Data will be collected on an ongoing 
basis and the effects reported through the council’s Annual Monitoring Report (AMR).  
The AMR can be viewed on the council’s website at 
http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/pp_annual_monitoring_report.htm 
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