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Introduction

1 Introduction

The purpose of this consultation statement is to demonstrate the consultation undertaken in preparing the SPD
in accordance with Regulation 17 of the Town and Country (Local Development) (England) Regulations (as
amended) and the councils adopted Statement of Community Involvement. The report shows who has been
consulted in the preparation of the SPD and Sustainability Appraisal.

This Consultation Statement, together with the SPD and Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is also published on the
Council's planning pages of it's website http://www.rbwm.gov.uk. For further information, please contact:

Planning Policy Manager

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
Planning and Development Unit

Town Hall

St lves Road

Maidenhead

SL6 1RF

Tel: 01628 796115

Fax: 01628 796546

Email: planning.policy@rbwm.gov.uk

Background

1.1 The Thames Basin Heaths Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) is one of a number of planning
documents, known as Local Development Documents, in the council's Local Development Framework (LDF),
the folder of documents which are the main consideration in deciding planning applications.

1.2 The Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA) is a network of heathlands designated for their
internationally important heathland bird populations of Dartford warbler, nightjar and woodlark. It has been
shown that recreational use of the heathlands can affect the bird populations.

1.3 The preparation of the SPD is to support existing policy and guidance on how to address the impacts of
recreational disturbance arising from new residential development. It is being prepared in two stages. Part 1,
which is associated with this consultation report, sets standards for how new residential developments will be
expected to avoid and mitigate impact on the SPA. Following the adoption of Part 1, the council will undertake
further work to establish projects and mechanisms towards which individual developments may contribute to
on a proportional basis to avoid and mitigate their impact. When this work is complete Part 2 of the SPD will
be prepared.


http://www.rbwm.gov.uk
mailto:planning.policy@rbwm.gov.uk
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Consultation

2 Consultation
Pre-Consultation
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report

2.1 Inline with Section 19(5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the council is required to
produce a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) on the sustainability of proposals in a Local Development Document.
The council held initial consultation on the SA Scoping Report of this SPD over a five week consultation period
between 16th November 2009 and 21st December 2009. Reports were sent out to Statutory Consultees!! As
well as to the RSPB and BBOWT (Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust.)

2.2 During this stage of consultation on the SA Scoping Report, the council received responses from all of
the consultees. The Main points raised were:

° The indicators associated with SA Objective 18 make no provision for assessing change to the historic
environment

° SANGs could be used strategically to help reduce the risk of flooding if they are appropriately designed

o It will be important to ensure that the integrity of habitats and biodiversity of SANGs is also maintained

° Under SA Objective 17 the is nothing to assess whether the proposed SPA mitigation and avoidance
measures are effective

° An Appropriate Assessment of the SPD should be undertaken

2.3 Amendments have been made to the Revised SA Scoping Report where it was considered appropriate
to reflect these concerns. This in turn has helped to shape the Draft SPD.

Draft SPD and SA

2.4 The Draft SPD and accompanying Sustainability Appraisal Report were published for a 6-week period
of consultation from 19th March to 30th April 2010.

2.5 Notifications of the publication of the consultation documents were sent to in excess of 74 statutory and
local groups. A full list of those groups specifically invited to comment is set out in this report.

2.6 In addition to direct notification, copies of the consultation documents;

° Available to view in the council’s receptions and libraries;
° Available to download from the council’'s website.

2.7 Public notices were placed in local newspapers to correspond to the start of the consultation and a press
release issued.

2.8 51Comments on the Draft SPD were submitted from respondents. Comments on the Draft SA Report
were received from only 2 respondents. A summary of all comments and the outcome is provided in the following
sections of this report.

Consultees

2.9 A full list of those organisations specifically invited to comment on the consultation draft SPD and
accompanying SA Report is set out below:

Ashill Developments
A2 Housing Group
Banner Homes Group
Amberleigh Homes Ltd
Beacon Housing Association
Annington Developments Ltd.

Beaulieu Homes

1 English Heritage, Environment Agency and Natural England.



Bellway Homes (South East)

Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT)
Bewley Homes Plc

Bracknell Forest Borough Council
Bryant Homes

Bucks County Council

CALA Homes

Charles Church Developments plc
Chiltern Hundreds Housing Association
Chobham Parish Council

Colnbrook & Poyle Parish Council
David Wilson Homes

Dorney Parish Council

English Heritage

Environment Agency

Eton Town Council

Fairview New Homes plc

George Wimpey West London Ltd.
Government Office for the South East
Hanover Housing Association

Hedsor Parish Meeting

Home Builders Federation (The)

Housing Solutions Group / Maidenhead and
District Housing Association

Hurst Parish Council

Joint Strategic Planning Unit (JSPU)

Kings Oak Thames Valley

Laing Homes

Linden Homes

Maidenhead and District Housing Association
Maidenhead Civic Society

Martin Grant Homes Ltd

Millgate Homes

Consultation

Natural England

Nicholas King Homes
Octagon Developments Ltd
Old Windsor Parish Council
Paradigm Housing Association
Queensgate Homes

Radian Group

Reading Borough Council
Redrow Homes

Remenham Parish Council

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB)

Runnymede Borough Council
Ruscombe Parish Council
Shanly Homes

Slough Borough Council

Society for the Protection of Ascot and
Environs

South Bucks District Council
South East England Partnership Board

South East England Regional Development
Agency SEEDA

Spelthorne Borough Council
Sunningdale Parish Council
Sunninghill & Ascot Parish Council
Surrey County Council

Surrey Heath Borough Council
Taplow Parish Council

Thames Valley Housing

Toynbee Housing Association Ltd
Trinity Residential Ltd

Warden Housing Association
Warfield Parish Council

Wargrave Parish Council
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Consultation
Wimpey Homes Holdings Ltd Wokingham District Council
Windsor and Eton Society Wycombe District Council

Table 1

Summary of Responses

2.10 Through the consultation, stakeholders were given the opportunity to comment and make suggestions
on the Draft SPD. The responses, their summary and the council's response are set out below:
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Compliance with Statement of Community Involvement

3 Compliance with Statement of Community Involvement

3.1 The preparation of this SPD complies with the council's Statement of Community Involvement (SCI),
adopted in June 2006. The SCI can be downloaded from the council's website. The table below summarises
the SCI requirements and the actions which were undertaken.

Additional
Community
Engagement

Thames Basin
Heaths SPA
SPD (Part 1)

Thames Basin Heaths
SPA SPD (Part 1)

Activity | Statutory Requirements
for Community

Involvement

Evidence - Consultation with statutory - -
Gathering bodies, RSPB and BBOWT
in relation to the scope of
the Sustainability Appraisal
for this SPD was
undertaken between 16th
November 2009 and 21st
December 2009. Natural
England, English Heritage,
the Environment Agency,
RSPB and BBOWT
responded to the
consultation and a revised
scoping report and
consultation statement
were issued in March
2010.
Draft SPD Make copies of the Yes Make copies of the Yes
SPD documents
SPD documents and statement of
SPD matters
and stat(e1r)nentlof SPD available in borough
matters '’ available in libraries
principal council
offices
Display SPD documents Yes Issue a press Yes
and notice of SPD matters release
on the internet
Send SPD documents and Yes Place Site Notices Not relevant
notice of SPD matters to for a
specific and general topic-based
consultation bodies SPD.
Place a press notice Yes Send Neighbour Not relevant
covering SPD matters Notification Letters fora
topic-based
SPD.
Public Display / Not relevant
Distribute a Leaflet for a
topic-based
SPD.
Adoption Publicise adoption by: Yes Issue a press Yes

Displaying a statement of
adoption on the internet

release
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Activity | Statutory Requirements Thames Basin Heaths Additional Thames Basin
for Community SPA SPD (Part 1) Community Heaths SPA

Involvement Engagement SPD (Part 1)

Sending notification to any Yes - -
body that has asked to be
notified of adoption

1. Note: ‘SPD matters’ — matters relating to the SPD including: the title; subject matter and area covered by the SPD; period within
which representations on the proposals may be made; the address to which and (where appropriate) the person to whom
representations must be sent; and a statement that any representations may be accompanied by a request to be notified at a
specified address of the adoption of the SPD. 'SPD Documents’ — includes the SPD; the sustainability appraisal report; the consultation
statement and any relevant supporting documents.
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