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Housing intended to meet the needs of people whose incomes are
insufficient to enable them to buy or rent suitable housing, without
subsidy, on the open market.

Affordable housing

Local authorities have statutory duties for local air quality
management under the Environment Act 1995. They are required to

Air Quality Management Areas
(AQMA)

carry out regular reviews and assessments of air quality in their area
against standards and objectives in the national Air Quality Strategy.
Where it is found these are unlikely to be met, authorities must
designate air quality management areas (AQMAs) and prepare and
implement remedial action plans to tackle the problem.

Annual Monitoring Report. Section 35 of the Planning & Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 requires every local planning authority to produce
an Annual Monitoring Report.

AMR

Ancient Woodland in England, is defined as an area that has been
wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD.

Ancient Woodland

An independent public body responsible for ensuring that public
money is spent economically, efficiently, and effectively in the areas

Audit Commission

of local government, housing, health, criminal justice and fire and
rescue services.

The data is used as a reference with which to compare future
observations or results.

Baseline Data

The richness and variety of living things (i.e. plants and animals),
which exist in a given area, and the habitats that support them.

Biodiversity

The Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment
Method (BREEAM) provides a comprehensive standard for reporting

BREEAM standard

on the environmental performance of nonresidential buildings. The
assessment includes energy efficiency, waste and water management
of buildings and can help to reduce the running and maintenance
costs of buildings and facilities.

Land for development which has previously been developed.Brownfield Site

Business density is calculated as the number of businesses within
an area per 1, 000 residents is a good indicator of enterprise in an
economy.

Business Density

Best Value Performance Indicator. Now been replaced by National
Indicators (NI).

BVPI

Chartered Institute of Environmental Health.CIEH

A Government funded organisation that promotes high standards in
the design of buildings and the spaces between them. It offers advice
to those who create, manage and use the built environment.

Commission for Architecture and
the Built Environment (CABE)

An area which is of special historic or architectural character and is
worthy of preservation designated by the Local Planning Authority

Conservation Area

under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990.

A decent home meets the following four criteria:Decent Home
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a – It meets the current statutory minimum standard for housing.
Dwellings below this standard are those defined as unfit under section
604 of the Housing Act 1985 (as amended by the 1989 Local
Government and Housing Act).

b – It is in a reasonable state of repair. Dwellings which fail to meet
this criterion are those where either:

one or more of the key building components are old and,
because of their condition, need replacing or major repair; or
two or more of the other building components are old and,
because of their condition, need replacing or major repair.

c – It has reasonably modern facilities and services. Dwellings which
fail to meet this criterion are those which lack three or more of the
following:

a reasonably modern kitchen (20 years old or less);
a kitchen with adequate space and layout;
a reasonably modern bathroom (30 years old or less);
an appropriately located bathroom and WC;
adequate insulation against external noise (where external
noise is a problem);
adequate size and layout of common areas for blocks of flats.

A home lacking two or less of the above is still classed as decent
therefore it is not necessary to modernise kitchens and bathrooms
if a home passes the remaining criteria.

d – It provides a reasonable degree of thermal comfort. This criterion
requires dwellings to have both effective insulation and efficient
heating. (ODPM definition)

Department for Environment, Food and Regional Affairs.Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)

A spatial planning document within the Council’s Local Development
Framework which set out policies for development and the use of

Development Plan Document (DPD)

land. Together with the Regional Spatial Strategy they form the
development plan for the area. They are subject to independent
examination.

EcoHomes is an environmental assessment method that measures
the potential environmental impacts of new and existing housing.

EcoHomes standard

EcoHomes has been devised by the Building Research
Establishment. This flexible standard rewards positive steps to
improve the environmental performance of housing in the UK. It
considers the broad environmental concerns of climate change,
resource use and impact on wildlife. It balances these against the
need for a high-quality, safe and healthy internal environment.

This is a tool that measures our natural resource consumption and
our global environmental impact. It measures the total quantity of

Ecological Footprint

land and sea area required to produce the food, fibre and minerals
we consume, absorb the waste we produce (including CO2
emissions), and provide the space for our infrastructure. As we
consume resources and ecological services from all over the world,
so our footprint is a sum of those areas (measured in ‘global
hectares), wherever they are on the planet. Ecological Footprint
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allows us to assess whether our consumption of natural resources
is within the planet’s overall environmental limits.

The Environment Agency prepare Flood Zone maps for local authority
areas which show the annual probability of a flooding event in a given

Flood Zone Maps

area. There are three categories of flood zone maps: Flood Zone 1
which is defined as low risk; Flood Zone 2 – medium risk i.e. 1 in
1000 years and Flood Zone 3 which is high risk i.e. 1 in 100 years
from river flooding. These maps are used as a basis to identify those
areas of land that may be vulnerable to flood events.

The common definition of a fuel poor household is one needing to
spend in excess of 10% of household income to achieve a satisfactory

Fuel Poverty

heating regime (21°C in the living room and 18°C in the other
occupied rooms).

One of the most commonly used measures of economic well-being
is Gross Value Added (GVA) per head. GVA measures the

Gross Value Added per capita

contribution to the economy of each individual producer, industry or
sector in the UK. In summary: GVA + taxes on products – subsidies
on products = Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Home Energy Conservation Act.HECA

Housing Investment Programme.HIP

These are included on the English Heritage Register of Parks and
Gardens of special historic interest in England.

Historic Parks and Gardens

Measure of variables over time, often used to measure achievement
of objectives.

Indicator

The most comprehensive mapping of deprivation across England
was launched in April 2004 by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
(ODPM). The new indices are based on 37 indicators classified into
seven domains of deprivation:

Indices of Deprivation

income deprivation • employment deprivation
health deprivation and disability • living environment deprivation
barriers to housing and services
crime
education, skills and training
deprivation

A weighting system has been employed to take account of the relative
contribution that each of the seven domains contributes to the level
of deprivation within an area. ‘Income Deprivation’ and ‘Employment
Deprivation’ are the most highly weighted, each being given a
weighting of 22.5%.

Job density figures represent the ratio of total jobs to working-age
population.

Job Density

A building listed by the Secretary of State for the Department of
Culture, Media and Sport as being of special architectural or historic
interest.

Listed Building

Consists of a number of documents which together form the spatial
strategy for development and the use of land.

Local Development Framework
(LDF)
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A site of special scientific interest designated by the Local Planning
Authority under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside
Act 1949 as being a nature reserve of local importance.

Local Nature Reserve (LNR)

An MRF accepts all the dry mixed recycables (plastic bottles, food
and drink cans, newspapers, magazines, etc) that are collected from

Material Recovery Facility (MRF)

kerbside collections. It then separates the mixture into one type and
bales it together into a load which can be transported to a commercial
facility which recycles the material into a raw product.

Microgeneration is an environmentally-friendly method of producing
heat and power on a small scale - including technologies such as
solar panels, small-scale wind turbines and heat pumps.

Micro-renewables/Microgeneration

National Indicator. They are the measure on which central
Government will performance manage outcomes delivered by local

NI

government working alone or in partnership. They replace all other
existing sets of indicators including Best Value Performance
Indicators

Official labour market statistics.NOMIS

Are formed during high temperature combustion processes from the
oxidation of nitrogen in the air or fuel. The principal source of nitrogen

Nitrogen oxides (NOx)

oxides (NOx) is road traffic. Nitrogen dioxide can irritate the lungs
and lower resistance to respiratory infections such as influenza.
Continued or frequent exposure to concentrations that are typically
much higher than those normally found in the ambient air may cause
increased incidence of acute respiratory illness in children.

Office of National Statistics.ONS

The European Protected Species of animals are listed on Annex IV
to the EU Habitats Directive. Not all of these occur in the UK; the

Protected species

terrestrial species that do occur are all species of horseshoe bats,
other typical species of bat, Dormice, Sand lizard, Large Blue
Butterfly, great crested newt, common otter, smooth snake, sturgeon
and natterjack toad. Through domestic legislation in the United
Kingdom (the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 applies in Great
Britain) a larger number of additional species are protected by
inclusion in Schedules 5 (animals) and 8 (plants) to the Act.

Wetland of International importance designated by Government
under the terms of the Ramsar Convention.

RAMSAR site

Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead.RBWM

This was prepared by the regional planning body (RBWM is covered
by the South East England Partnership Board). In the South East,

Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS)

RSS is the South East Plan which sets out strategic policies for
development and the use of land. Regional Spatial Strategies were
abolished by the coalition government on 6th July 2010.

Renewable energy sources capture energy from existing flows of
energy, from on-going natural processes, such as sunshine, wind,
flowing water, biological processes and geothermal heat flows.

Renewable Energy

The Standard Assessment Procedure (SAP) is a measure of the
energy efficiency of a property using a scale from 1-100. The higher
the rating the more energy efficient the property.

SAP rating
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Nationally important archaeological sites included in the Schedule
of Ancient Monuments maintained by the Secretary of State under
Ancient Monument and Archaeological Areas Act 1979.

Scheduled Ancient Monument
(SAM)

New or existing dwelling that is sold on a part-rent/part-sale basis.Shared ownership

Site of Special Scientific Interest as designated by English Nature
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to afford protection to

Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI)

the flora, fauna, geological or physiological features of special interest
being of national importance.

Rented housing owned registered social landlords for which guideline
target rents are determined.

Social housing

The South East England Development Agency, established to
promote the sustainable economic development of the region. This

South East England Development
Agency (SEEDA)

includes issues relating to regeneration and social exclusion, learning,
rural issues, innovation and technology transfer, enterprise, business
development and environmental sustainability.

The Partnership Board brings together councillors and the Regional
Development Agency to prepare, deliver and monitor a regional

South East England Partnership
Board (SEEPB)

strategy which will make the South East a better and more
sustainable place to live and work. Took over regional planning
responsibilities from SEERA on 1 April 2009 when SEERA was
dissolved. SEEPB were disbanded on the 31st July 2010.

The, comprising 111 members, including elected councillors
nominated by the region’s local authorities. As the Regional Planning

South East England Regional
Assembly (SEERA)

Body the Assembly has responsibility for proposing strategic planning
and transport policies to Government; it prepares, monitors and
reviews Regional Planning Guidance (RPG) for South East England,
and within that framework, the Regional Transport Strategy (RTS).
Was dissolved on 1st April 2009.

Special Areas of Conservation are designated by the Government
under the terms of the European Union Directive 92/43/EEC, the

Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Habitats Directive. These areas are of European importance for both
habitats and species (usually designated as an SSSI).

Special Protection Area designated by the Government under the
terms of the European Communities Council Directive 79/404/EEC

Special Protection Area (SPA)

on the Conservation of Wild Birds. A site of European importance
for birds.

Sulphur dioxide is an acidic gas which combines with water vapour
in the atmosphere to produce acid rain. SO2 in ambient air can also

Sulphur Dioxide (SO2)

affect human health, particularly in those suffering from asthma and
chronic lung diseases. The principal source of this gas is power
stations burning fossil fuels which contain sulphur.

These are small areas within wards used by the Office for National
Statistics and other organisations for statistical purposes.

Super Output Areas (SOAs)

Provides supplementary guidance to policies and proposals contained
within Development Plan Documents. They do not form part of the
development plan, nor are they subject to independent examination.

Supplementary Planning Document
(SPD)
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Development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs (Brundtland 1987). Four priorities are

Sustainable Development (SD)

Climate change and energy
Sustainable consumption and production
Natural resource protection and environmental enhancement
Sustainable communities

Sustainable Urban Drainage System. These provide for more
environmentally sustainable urban drainage through systems

Sustainable Urban Drainage System
(SUDS)

designed to reduce run off, slow its rate or provide for filtering,
sedimentation and biological degradation of the water.

A decent home, as defined by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister,
is one which is wind and weather tight, warm and has modern
facilities; an unfit home is one which fails to meet this criteria.

Unfit homes

The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as
amended) lists separate classes of land use. Change of use within
a use class does not normally require planning permission.

Use Classes

Use Classes (Amendment 2005)

A1: Shops
A2: Financial and Professional Services
A3: Restaurants and Cafes
A4: Drinking Establishments
A5: Hot Food Takeaways
B1: Business
B2: General Industry
B8: Storage and Distribution
C1: Hotels
C2: Residential Institutions
C3: Dwelling Houses
D1: Non-Residential Institutions
D2: Assembly and Leisure
SG: Sui Generis

The yields quoted in the tables are ‘all risk yields’ calculated by
dividing the annual rent, as though it had been received as a single

Yields

sum at the year end, by the capital value or sale price of the property.
The ‘all risks yield’ is a simple benchmark which the property market
uses to assess the comparative attractiveness of different shopping
centres. It is the ratio of rental income to capital value and is
expressed in terms of the open market rent of a property as
percentage of the capital value.

Table 1 Glossary
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1.1 This report is a background paper for the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of Windsor and Maidenhead’s
Local Development Framework (LDF) documents. It has been produced by the Assistant Research Officer in
the Planning Policy Team of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. There has been close collaboration
with other Officers throughout the Council to ensure that the evidence is correct and relevant. Also, much of
the information has been gathered and refined as a result of public consultations on LDF documents and SA
Reports since 2005.

1.2 The report presents a review of social, economic and environmental information for Windsor and
Maidenhead and uses the latest statistics from a variety of national, regional and local sources. Each theme
includes a number of key indicators. The indicators are based on those set out in the Regional Sustainability
Framework (2008) for the south east. (1)and also utilise national indicators.

1.3 Since the last update, there has been a change in the way Local Government performance is reported.
Previously Best Value Performance Indicators (BVPI) were used. These have now been replaced by National
Indicators (NI) and Local Area Agreements (LAA). See glossary for more information on these performance
indicators.

1.4 The data will be used:

To identify key issues affecting the Royal Borough;
As part of the evidence base for producing SA Reports for all the Development Plan Documents (DPDs)
and Supplementary Plan Documents (SPDs) that form part of the Council’s Local Development Framework;
and
To monitor the policies and proposals that will be included in the Local Development Framework.

1.5 It is important to note that the data in this document will be updated periodically in order to inform the
Sustainability Appraisal process undertaken for each DPD and SPD.

1.6 For the purposes of this update, the colour of the indicator is based on trend data in RBWM. If there is
no trend data, RBWM data is compared to that for Berkshire (or regional data if appropriate) where available.

1.7 A green indicator is taken as being an improvement on the previous year; amber as being only just worse
than previous year; red is significantly worse, and grey means there is no comparable data at either RBWM or
Berkshire/ Regional level.

1 South East England Partnership Board (SEEPB).
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Geographical Area

The Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead is a unitary authority in east Berkshire covering approximately
19,843 hectares.

The borough is situated 25 miles to the west of London and borders the counties of Buckinghamshire and
Surrey.

The whole of the borough, with the exception of the larger settlements, lies within the Metropolitan Green
Belt. This means that 83% of the Borough lies in the Green Belt. (2) There are 21 recognised settlements
within the Borough.

The river Thames is one of the borough’s most significant landscape features.

The borough has excellent access to the M4, M25, M40 and the M3 Motorways as well as other parts of
the strategic road network. It also benefits from railway lines linking to London, Reading, Slough and
Guildford.

SLOUGHSLOUGH

WOKINGHAM

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY

SURREY COUNTY

BRACKNELL FOREST

SLOUGH

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY

Maidenhead

Windsor

Bisham

Hurley

Burchetts Green

Warren Row

Knowl Hill
Littlewick Green

White Waltham

Waltham St Lawrence

Shurlock Row

Woodside

Cheapside

Hythe End

Horton

Willowbrook

Bray

Holyport

Fifield

Cookham
Cookham Rise

Eton Wick

Eton

Old Windsor

Wraysbury

Ascot
Sunninghill

Sunningdale
South Ascot

Green Belt
Excluded Settlements

Recognised Settlements
Major Settlements

Figure 1 Major settlements and extent of green belt

Source: RBWM

2 ODPM Green Belt Statistics (2003).
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Population

The 2008 ONS estimate for the Borough is a population of 142,800(3); which compares with an estimate
of 137,936 produced by the Berkshire Population Model in 2009.

Population information for the Royal Borough comes from both the Office for National Statistics (ONS)
and from the Berkshire Population Model, which is produced for the Berkshire Authorities by the Data
Management and Analysis Group. ONS figures are trend based projections, which means assumptions
for future levels of births,deaths and migration are based on observed levels mainly over the previous five
years. They show what the population will be if recent trends in these continue. The Berkshire Population
Model figures are based on ONS data, plus annual net housing completions and forecasts supplied by
the Unitary Authorities.

The 2001 Census showed that approximately 62% of the population live in the towns of Maidenhead and
‘Windsor and Eton’. By 2009 this figure was 65%.

In 2001, the wards with the highest population count were Cox Green, Oldfield, Belmont and Clewer North.
In 2009 these were: Cox Green, Oldfield, Belmont and Bray.

Approximate Population in
2009

Approximate Population in
2001

Settlement

52,00050,000Maidenhead (inc. Cox Green)

28,90028,000Windsor

6,7006,650The Cookhams

4,6004,650Datchet

5,4005,300Eton Town & Eton Wick

4,7504,800Old Windsor

4,7004,600Horton and Wraysbury

5,5505,100Ascot

6,6006,500Sunninghill & South Ascot

5,4004,900Sunningdale

Table 2 Principal Settlements and their Approximate Population

Source: 2001 Census © Crown Copyright Census; and Berkshire Population Model Copyright © Greater London
Authority, 2009.

3 ONS Revised Mid-Year Estimates.

SA Background Paper B: Baseline Data4

Population and Geographical Area2



Age Structure

Figure 2 Population pyramid comparing 2001 Census with 2009 estimates

Source: ONS National Statistics Census 2001 © Crown Copyright/ Berkshire Population Model 2009 data ©
GLA

At the 2001 Census, the age structure of the Borough’s population was very similar to the national average,
apart from relatively fewer young people of 15 to 24 years old. This is probably because high house prices
prevent young people from setting up home in the Borough. According to the Berkshire Population Model,
this trend seems to have continued.

In general, the population of the Borough at 2009 has followed trends set in the 2001 Census.

15.4% of the borough’s population is aged 65 years or over and 1.9% is 85 years or over. (4) By 2009,
population estimates suggest 18.3% is aged 65 years or over, with 2.5% aged 85 years or over. This is
in line with the national age structure but higher than the rest of Berkshire. The population of the Royal
Borough is ageing as the 65-plus age group accounted for only 13.1% of the population in the 1981
Census.

4 2001 Census.
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Ethnicity

In 2001, 7.5% of the borough's population is from a non-white or mixed ethnic minority background. It is
estimated that by 2007 this figure had increased to 11%.

2007 Estimate
England %

2001 Census
England %

2007 Estimate
RBWM %

2001 Census
RBWM %

Ethnicity

88.29189.092.5White

1.71.41.91.3Mixed

5.74.65.94.6Asian or Asian
British

2.82.31.50.4Black or Black
British

1.50.91.61.1Chinese or Other
Ethnic Group

Table 3 Ethnic Mix

Source: 2001 Census © Crown Copyright Census; ONS Neighbourhood Statistics, June 2007.

SA Background Paper B: Baseline Data6

Population and Geographical Area2



Housing Completions and Densities

In 2008/09, 98% of permissions and 79% of completions were on urban sites (not in the Green Belt). On
average over the past 6 years, 92% of all new housing built has been within existing settlements. Virtually
all this development has been in the ‘excluded settlements’ – these are urban areas excluded from the
Green Belt. During this time 66% of these dwellings were built in Maidenhead (inc. Cox Green) and
Windsor.

In 2008/09, 21% of completions were in the green belt, but this was mainly due to the redevelopment of
part of the Heatherwood hospital site. This is designated as a major developed site in the green belt.

In 1995/6, flats made up only 34% of all new dwellings built in the borough, whereas 64% of all new
dwellings since 2001 have been flats.

Since the abolition of the South East Plan by the coalition government on 6th July 2010, this has removed
the target for the annual level of housing completions in the Borough, previously set at 346 net dwellings
per annum. There is currently no housing target.

Current Local Plan policy requires the Council to achieve an average of 30% affordable housing on housing
sites of 0.5ha or over or schemes proposing 15 or more net additional dwellings.

It has been estimated that 1,584 affordable dwellings per annum are required in the borough over the
next 5 years(5). These estimates of affordable need are several times greater than the borough’s total
annual housing allocation.

During 2008/09, 83% of completions on sites of more than 10 units were over 30 dwellings per hectare
(d.p.h.).

During 2008/09, the vast majority of dwellings were permitted at over 30 d.p.h.

5 RBWM Housing Needs Survey January 2005.
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Housing Tenure

73% of households are owner-occupiers (national average 68%).

Council’s housing stock transferred to two Housing Associations in April 1995.

Social housing accounts for only 12% in the Borough compared with 19% nationally.

Private renting increased between 1991 and 2001, reflecting the inability of young people to purchase
properties locally, the ‘buy-to-let’ phenomenon and also the amount of corporate letting in the area.

Housing Tenure in the Royal Borough
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Transport Network

Description

Road
Network

Motorways within the borough include the M4, M25, A404(M) and A308(M).

Principle roads within the Borough include the A4, A30, A308, A329 and A322.

Rail
Network

The borough is well served by rail routes, with 10 stations on 6 different lines.

The Great Western main line runs east-west through Maidenhead linking London Paddington
with the south-west and Wales.

There are branch lines to Marlow from Maidenhead and from Slough to Windsor & Eton
Central.

The south of borough is served by trains out of London Waterloo (a line to Windsor & Eton
Riverside calling at Wraysbury, Sunnymeads and Datchet and a line serving Ascot and
Sunningdale en route to Bracknell and Reading). Ascot is also an interchange for services
to Guildford.

The rail network well-used with 6.3% residents commuting by rail 2001 Census. (compared
with 4.1% nationally).

6.4% of inward commuters travel by rail(21).

Bus
Travel

There are 25 different bus and coach services in the borough. The Council currently provides
financial support for 7 local bus routes and contribute via De Minimus and Cross Boundary
agreements to a further 5.

Network services changed in January 2009 to improve services e.g. to St. Marks Hospital.

Patronage levels are up with over four years of continuous growth.

Park
and
Ride

There are two park and ride facilities serving the Windsor area, including a shuttle bus to
Legoland.

Table 8 Description of the Transport Network

21 Source: 2001 Census, Special Workplace Table 103

17SA Background Paper B: Baseline Data

Transport and Accessibility 4



Planning

Map printed on: 07.09.2009
1:150,000Scale: 

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with
 the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller
of Her Majesty's Staionery Office © Crown copyright.

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may
lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Royal Borough of 
Windsor and Maidenhead. Licence Number 1000 18817 2009. 
No further copies may be made.
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Other:
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Figure 5 Transport network

SA Background Paper B: Baseline Data18

Transport and Accessibility4



Source: Ordnance Survey. (22)

Traffic Flows

Average Daily Traffic Flows

2010/11
Target

2008/9
Actual

2007/8
Actual

2006/7
Actual

2005/6
Actual

2004/5
Actual

2003/4
Actual

93,86982,99985,11785,94785,53385,45385,262Maidenhead

60,79954,60055,82256,23956,82956,91055,774Windsor

42,21140,24540,33640,29039,31638,05738,340Rest of
Borough

Table 9 Average daily traffic flows

Source: RBWM permanent automatic traffic counters.

Car Ownership

There is a high level of car ownership in the borough.
The borough has average of 1.47 cars per household, compared with Berkshire 1.38, South-East 1.30
and England & Wales 1.11.
Only 14% of households in the borough are without a car or van compared with 27% nationally. This
amounts to 7,780 households.

22 This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationary Office © Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution
or civil proceedings. Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead, Licence Number LA1000 18817, 2009.
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Car Ownership in the Royal Borough
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Figure 6 Car ownership

Travel to Work

The proportion and number of residents working from home almost doubled between 1991 and 2001.
Relatively more of Windsor and Maidenhead’s residents commute by car to work than nationally.
The 66.3% of borough residents commuting as a driver or passenger of a car amounts to 45,000 daily.
Car commuting has declined slightly in proportionate terms since 1991 but shows a slight actual increase
of about 500 commuters.
The average distance travelled to work in the borough (13.64km) is very similar to the national average
(13.39km) (source: 2001 Census).
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Eight out of ten people in the borough are satisfied or very satisfied with their local area as a place to live.

85% of local people agree that their local area is a place where people from different backgrounds get on
well together.

In 2001, 8.6% of people in the borough were providing unpaid care.

The level of local people who have given unpaid help to groups, clubs or organisations at least once in
the last year is 45%. (39)

Election turnout for people in the borough for parliamentary elections lies between 57% - 76%. Turnout
dipped in the 2001 elections.

There has been an increase in the number of people who think that they can influence decisions affecting
their local area from 22% in 2007 to nearly 29% in 2008.

39 RBWM Place Survey 2009.
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Rate of Crime

The south east has one of the lowest rates of recorded crime of all the English regions.

Out of all the wards in the borough, Oldfield and Castle Without wards had the highest recorded crime
count in 2003/04.

With exceptions, the highest recorded crime count appears to be in the north of the borough.
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Indices of Multiple Deprivation

The most comprehensive mapping of deprivation across England was launched in April 2004. (49) The indices
are based on 37 indicators classified into seven domains of deprivation:

income deprivation;
employment deprivation;
health deprivation and disability;
living environment deprivation;
barriers to housing and services;
Crime; and
education, skills and training deprivation.

A weighting system has been employed to take account of the relative contribution that each of the seven
domains contributes to the level of deprivation within an area. ‘Income Deprivation’ and ‘Employment Deprivation’
are the most highly weighted, each being given a weighting of 22.5%.

The latest set of Indices of Deprivation were published in 2007.

When assessing all seven domains of deprivation together, Windsor and Maidenhead is ranked the 323rd
least deprived Local Authority in England out of 354 (in 2007).
Among Berkshire authorities, the Borough ranks as slightly more deprived than West Berkshire and
Wokingham but less deprived than Bracknell, Reading or Slough.
Whilst overall poverty is lower than the England average, approximately 2,800 children in the Borough
live in low-income households. (50)

49 By the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM).
50 Windsor and Maidenhead Health Profile 2009 (NHS)
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Health Profile of the Borough

The health of the population of Windsor and Maidenhead is generally good. (59)

Life expectancy is increasing; men and women can expect to live longer than the average for England.
Life expectancy differs between different income groups, especially for men.

Although death rates from heart disease, stroke, cancer and smoking are low compared to the England
average. In 2009, smoking accounted for 184 deaths, however this is an improvement on the figure for
2007, which saw over 200 deaths each year (120,000 nationally)(60).

Residents generally have a much healthier lifestyle than in other areas of England. However only 13.9%
of adults (aged 16+) are deemed physically active.

In 2001, 75% of people in the borough described their health as good. This compares with 85% of the
population described their health as good or very good in 2009.(61)

In 2001, 13% of people in the borough had a long term illness, health problems or disability which limits
their daily activities or the work they could do.

59 Information taken from Windsor & Maidenhead Health Profile. NHS (2009).
60 http://www.berkshire.nhs.uk/timetostop/facts_stats/facts_stats.asp
61 RBWM Place Survey 2009
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Schools

The Royal Borough runs both two-tier and three-tier school systems. The two-tier system of primary and
secondary schools, in which children transfer schools at the end of Year 6 (aged 11), operates in
Maidenhead, Ascot, Datchet and Wraysbury. The three-tier system of first, middle and upper schools, in
which children transfer at the end of Year 4 (aged 9) and again at the end of Year 8 (aged 13), runs in
Windsor, Old Windsor and Eton.

There are a total number of 63 schools in the borough.

NumberSchool Type
4Nursery schools
45Schools for primary age

children
13Schools for secondary age

pupils (including 4 middle
‘deemed secondary’)

1Special school
63Total
(2)(Pupil Referral Units)

Table 24 Number of schools by type

School Capacity

There are more school places available in the secondary sector (2073) than in the primary sector (1499),
which is partly a result of two secondary schools having designated areas that cover substantial parts of
other boroughs. It is also the case that the Maidenhead secondary schools have traditionally taken a large
number of pupils from out of borough, particularly from Slough.

By Summer 2013, it is projected that there will be an overall surplus of school places of just 821 places
(4%) (the borough's target of 5% is intended to balance the efficient use of resources with parental
preference). The expectation is that there will be a deficit of places in the primary sector, affecting most
areas of the borough. The areas of most concern are, for rising numbers are in: North West Maidenhead
(primary), East Windsor (first), Clewer (first) and Datchet/ Wraysbury (primary). Other areas of the borough
will either remain full as at present or experience milder changes to their numbers on roll. However it is
worth noting that arrangements for first admission to school will change in September 2010, resulting in
more reception children on roll. (70)

70 RBWM School Organisation Plan (2008-2013).
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Figure 8 Capacity of Primary and Secondary Schools in 2008
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Employment

In the period April 2008 - March 2009, 83.9% of the working age population in the borough were
economically active. Out of the 42,100 women of working age, 76.7% were economically active. Out of
the 45,800 men of working age, 90.7% were economically active. These economic activity rates are mostly
above the regional and national figures, only regionally do economically active females exceed local
levels. (77)

In the period April 2008 - March 2009, a total of 14,000 working age people in the borough were
economically inactive. (78) 4,200 of these were males and 9,800 were females. (79)

In 2008, by far the majority of jobs in the borough (87.9%) were in the service sector.

Tourism-related jobs in 2008 accounted for 9.6% of all employee jobs.

In 2008, the percentage of employee jobs in the manufacturing sector in the borough was 5%, a reduction
from 6.1% in 2006.

In 2007, the ratio of jobs to the working-age population in the borough was 1.02. This is higher than three
other local authorities in Berkshire and higher than the regional and national ratios. Although this high job
density shows that there are enough jobs for everyone in the borough, it can result in in-commuting. As
already noted, in-commuting increased between 1991 and 2001, with 2,286 people commuting into the
borough in 2001.

77 NOMIS Official Labour Market Statistics.
78 People who are neither in employment nor unemployed. This group includes, for example, all those who were looking after a home

or retired.
79 NOMIS Official Labour Market Statistics.
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Economic Well-Being

One of the most commonly used measures of economic well-being is GVA per head. GVA measures the
contribution to the economy of each individual producer, industry or sector in the UK. In 2007, Berkshire
had the highest GVA per head in the South East region by £2,798.

The number of VAT registered businesses in the borough has been increasing each year from 5,885 in
1994 to 7,115 at the end of 2005, and had a stock of 7,760 by 2007. (98)

The number of VAT registrations and deregistrations in the borough are generally slightly higher than
regional and national levels.

98 NOMIS Official Labour Market Statistics.
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Commercial and Industrial Floorspace

Offices account for the highest proportion of commercial and industrial floorspace in the borough.

The office letting market has held up surprisingly well during 2008, achieving a take-up slightly ahead of
the 10 year average for the town. Downward pressure on rents seen in the first 3 months of 2009 is
expected to continue for the rest of year. The availability of Grade A accommodation is predicted to help
recovery in 2010. (104)

Headline office rents in Maidenhead have remained robust either side of £30 sq ft – some of the highest
in the Thames Valley.

Overall, there is an oversupply of office space at present, at roughly double normal market levels, but
vacancy levels are not dissimilar to the M4/Thames Valley as whole. In Maidenhead, most vacancy is in
larger units over 465 m2 (5,000 sq. ft) and is estimated to be around 15%. In Windsor, office vacancy is
very low, at around 5%, partly because of lower supply. Much of this vacant space is in older premises
but it is considered much of it would be occupied in a normal market. (105)

Commercial and
Industrial
Floorspace (m2 in
2008)
441,000Office
211,000Factory
242,000Retail
149,000Warehouse
52,000Other
1,095,000Total

Table 34 Commercial and industrial floorspace

Source: Commercial & Industrial Floorspace and Rateable Value Statistics, 2008 (NeSS)

Tourism

Overall, an estimated 636,792 staying trips were spent in the Royal Borough in 2006, of which around
479,400 were made by domestic visitors (75%) and 157,389 by overseas visitors (25%).
7.3 million visitors come to the Royal Borough each year for business or pleasure; with about 10% staying
overnight (106).

Staying trips result in an estimated 1.91 million bednights in the borough.

1.2 million people visit Legoland each year.

Total expenditure by visitors to Windsor & Maidenhead is estimated to be the region of £381.5 million in
2006, an increase of 13% since 2004 (when it was £337,329,000)

Tourism expenditure translates into £498,916,000 turnover for local businesses once multiplier impacts
are taken into account, an increase of 12% since 2004.

Overall the model estimates that tourism activity in the borough supports 5,892 FTE jobs or 7,990 actual
jobs in Windsor & Maidenhead. This represents around 11% of all jobs in the borough. (107)

104 Lambert Smith Hampton (2009).
105 RBWM Annual Monitoring Report (2009).
106 Annual Monitoring Report 2009
107 Source: The Economic Impact of Tourism in Windsor and Maidenhead 2008. The findings of a study commissioned by RBWM and

undertaken by Tourism South East.
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Windsor is an attractive shopping centre, offering a range of high-street, designer and specialist shops,
and is popular with visitors. Indeed the South East Plan has identified Windsor as a ‘priority area for
tourism’ under policy TSR7. The town centre exhibits good levels of vitality and viability with low yields,
strong rents, a diverse selection of retailer representations, and a high level of environmental quality.

There are a number of car parks and bus stops available around the periphery of the town centre, and
the retail centre is served by two railway stations. A large percentage of the town centre is pedestrianised,
though due to the historic nature of the town and its topography, accessibility can still be an issue for
shoppers with mobility difficulties.(108)

Maidenhead town centre is aimed more towards the needs of the local community with the emphasis on
high-street brands. Due to their distinct characters the two main town centres within the Royal Borough
are non comparable. Maidenhead retail centre is relatively healthy with a good level of multiple
representations, moderate yields and strong rents.

The town centre is easily accessible by car and is served by good public transport links. Recent
developments in Maidenhead include the development at King Street/ Grenfell Island (an Odeon Cinema,
restaurants and bars, and David Lloyd Leisure) and the Sainsbury’s redevelopment. These have all
contributed to improving the retail health of the town. (109)

District centres are Ascot and Sunningdale, which provide a good range of food and other day-to-day
requirements. Ascot is a busy district retail centre catering for the resident population. The retailers in this
area represent the higher end of the market, reflecting local affluence. Only the excessive level of on-street
parking mars the environmental quality of the centre. Sunningdale is a vibrant town centre providing an
adequate range of comparison and convenience goods outlets, which fulfil the needs of the local community.
Like Ascot, the representation of upmarket retailers in Sunningdale is evident. The only negative aspects
of this district retail centre are its disjointed nature and the heavy traffic experienced along the London
Road.

Local centres and shopping parades include:

Southern AreaNorthern Area

Dedworth Green, WindsorBridge Road, Maidenhead

Dedworth Road, WindsorCookham Road, Maidenhead

Vale Road/ St Andrews Avenue, WindsorShifford Crescent, Maidenhead

Clarence Road/ Dedworth Road, WindsorFarm Road, Maidenhead

Clewer Hill Road, WindsorGloucester Road, Maidenhead

St Leonards Road, WindsorHampden Road, Maidenhead

DatchetHighway Avenue, Maidenhead

Eton High StreetSt Mark's Road/ Crescent, Maidenhead

Eton WickRoss Road, Maidenhead

Old WindsorWessex Way, Maidenhead

South AscotWoodlands Park, Maidenhead

SunninghillWootton Way, Maidenhead

Sunningdale - Silwood RoadCookham Rise

108 RBWM Retail Health Check (June 2009).
109 RBWM Retail Health Check (June 2009).
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Southern AreaNorthern Area

WraysburyCookham Village

Holyport

Table 35 Local centres and shopping parades in RBWM

Retail Catchment Areas, Employment and Floorspace

Expenditure is a good indicator of how a town is performing.
Maidenhead has a larger catchment area than Windsor (please note catchments overlap).
Windsor has a larger area of retail floorspace than Maidenhead.

Northern ZoneMaidenhead
Surrounds Zone

Windsor ZoneSouthern ZoneMaidenhead
Zone

2009

£263,031£186,653£200,264£215,495£265,039Comparison

£140,630£99,794£107,071£115,215£141,703Convenience

Table 36 Catchment Area Expenditure in 2009 (£000)

Northern
Zone

Maidenhead
Surrounds

Zone

Windsor
Zone

Southern
Zone

Maidenhead
Zone

Year

70,11249,75353,38157,44170,6472009

70,35750,17454,78258,69572,2342011

71,33750,91756,97461,10674,1642016

72,21351,74759,53663,72176,6692021

73,10952,56262,03066,29979,0692026

Table 37 Catchment Areas (Population Forecasts)

WindsorMaidenhead2009

36,216 sq m22,820 sq mComparison

3,990 sq m7,780 sq mConvenience

Table 38 Shop Floorspace (sq m net)

Source: Windsor and Maidenhead Retail Capacity Update 2009

Vacancy Rates in the Town Centres

WindsorMaidenhead
8.5%10.9%Feb. 2001
7.0%6.6%Nov. 2001
8.3%7.9%Feb. 2002
5.5%7.9%Nov. 2002
4.7%8.5%Feb. 2003
4.5%5.1%Nov. 2003
5.8%6.3%Feb. 2004
5.2%6.0%Nov. 2004

**7.6%6.6%Mar. 2005
**6.3%*8.5%Oct. 2005
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WindsorMaidenhead
**8.4%*8.8%Apr. 2006
**6.4%*11.4%Sep. 2006
**6.9%*10.5%Mar. 2007
**6.4%*9.1%Sep. 2007
4.3%*10.7%Feb. 2008
4.0%*10.1%Sep. 2008
6.7%*11.2%Feb. 2009
6.5%10.9%Sep. 2009
6.3%9.7%Feb. 2010

Table 39 Vacancy rates in Maidenhead and Windsor town centres

Source: RBWM Biannual retail surveys. *Temporary increase in vacancy levels due to redevelopment of
Sainsbury’s and extensions to units in the Nicholson’s Centre. **Temporary increase in vacancy levels due to
redevelopment of Waitrose and part of King Edward Court.
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Public Rights of Way

The borough has over 300km (186 miles) of public rights of way. (110)

74% of respondents use the public rights of way network mainly for leisure, 20% use the network for both
leisure and utilitarian use (getting to shops and facilities etc), and 3% of users use the paths solely for
utilitarian purposes. The network is used an average of 1-5 times a month by each person, but research
shows that significant amounts of people use the network over 10 times a month. (111)

In 2007/08, nearly 92% of the public rights of way in the borough were easy to use.

110 Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2005-2015).
111 Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2005-2015).
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Public Open Space

In recent years, no public open space has been lost.

In 2009, 82% of respondents said they were satisfied with parks and open spaces.

Public Open Space in the borough includes:

Maidenhead & Cox Green (350 hectares);
Cookham (18 hectares);
Windsor (85 hectares);
Eton (3 hectares);
Datchet (17 hectares);
Old Windsor / Wraysbury (11 hectares);
Ascot / Sunninghill / Sunningdale (64 hectares);
Pinkneys Green and the Commons/ Moors around Cookham owned by the National Trust; and
The extensive areas of Windsor Great Park and Maidenhead Thicket.

Landscape

The Borough contains two Areas of Special Landscape Importance (ASLIs). These are firstly the extension
of the Chilterns south of the Thames in Cookham, Bisham and Hurley and secondly, in Windsor Great
Park and Forest (mainly in Crown ownership) – Home Park, Great Park and Windsor Forest.
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National Targets

Care for our natural heritage, make the countryside attractive and enjoyable for all and preserve biological
diversity by:

Reversing the long-term decline in the number of farmland birds by 2020, as measured annually against
underlying trends;

Bringing into favourable condition by 2010 95 % by area of all nationally important wildlife sites; and

In addition to these targets, the species and habitats action plans under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan
(UKBAP) contain a wide range of habitat and species specific targets.

International Nature Conservation Designations

There are five sites with international nature conservation designations, one of which lies wholly in the
borough. These include one Ramsar site (0.63% total land area of the Borough), 2 Special Protection
Areas (SPAs) (0.63% total land area of the borough) and 3 Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) (6.73%
total land area of the borough). (121)

121 RBWM Annual Monitoring Report (2009).
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Extent of the Built Environment

The 23 Grade 1 listed buildings in the borough include Windsor Castle, Windsor Guildhall, Frogmore,
Eton College, Bisham Abbey, Marlow Bridge, Maidenhead Bridge and Ockwells Manor.

The 9 historic parks and gardens in the borough include Ditton Park, Eton College (Provost’s, Fellows’
and Luxmoore’s Gardens), Sunningdale Park, Windsor Castle & Home Park, Cumberland Lodge, Frogmore
Gardens, Royal Lodge, Windsor Great Park and Hall Place.

Listed Buildings on the national ‘Buildings at Risk’ Register consist Noah’s Boathouse, (Grade 2* building
off Stonehouse Lane, Cookham Dean) and the Royal Mausoleum at Frogmore (Grade 1 listed building
on the Windsor Estate – added in 2005/06).

89SA Background Paper B: Baseline Data

Quality of the Built Environment 16



So
ur

ce
In

di
ca

to
r

St
at

us
(1

29
)

&
D

at
a

Q
ua

lit
y

(1
30

)

C
om

m
en

ts
/

Pr
ob

le
m

s
/

C
on

st
ra

in
ts

Tr
en

d
(in

R
B

W
M

un
le

ss
st

at
ed

)

Ta
rg

et
(fo

r
R

B
W

M
un

le
ss

st
at

ed
)

U
K

/E
ng

la
nd

So
ut

h
Ea

st
B

er
ks

hi
re

R
B

W
M

In
di

ca
to

r

E
ng

lis
h

H
er

ita
ge

1
(G

re
y)

N
o

tre
nd

id
en

tif
ie

d
To

in
cr

ea
se

nu
m

be
ro

f
20

09
:

S
A

M
=

19
,7

19
C

A
=

9,
30

0
H

P
G

=
1,

60
0

W
H

S
=

28

20
09

:
S

A
M

=
26

27
C

A
=

20
00

H
P

G
=

36
6

W
H

S
=

2

20
09

:
S

A
M

=
17

C
A

=
26

H
P

G
=

9
W

H
S

=
0

(1
te

nt
at

iv
e

-
G

re
at

W
es

te
rn

R
ai

lw
ay

)

N
um

be
ro

f
C

on
se

rv
at

io
n

A
re

as
(C

A
),

Sc
he

du
le

d
A

nc
ie

nt
M

on
um

en
t

(S
A

M
),

H
is

to
ric

Pa
rk

s

'H
er

ita
ge

at
R

is
k

R
eg

is
te

r
20

09
-S

ou
th

E
as

t'
R

B
W

M
A

M
R

20
09

de
si

gn
at

io
ns

,
re

vi
ew

ex
is

tin
g

de
si

gn
at

io
ns

an
d

w
he

re
po

ss
ib

le
to

ag
re

e
m

et
ho

ds
an

d
G

ar
de

ns
fo

rq
ua

nt
ify

in
g

(H
PG

),
an

d
ch

an
ge

in
W

or
ld

hi
st

or
ic

al
ar

ea
s.

H
er

ita
ge

Si
te

s
(W

H
S)

R
B

W
M

A
M

R
20

08
E

ng
lis

h
H

er
ita

ge
-

Li
st

ed
B

ui
ld

in
gs

on
lin

e
(1

31
)

1
(G

re
en

)
In

cr
ea

se
in

th
e

nu
m

be
ro

f
lis

te
d

bu
ild

in
gs

.

In
cr

ea
se

no
.o

f
lis

te
d

bu
ild

in
gs

,
re

vi
ew

ex
is

tin
g

bu
ild

in
gs

an
d

w
he

re
po

ss
ib

le
to

ag
re

e

20
09

=
37

6,
91

3
20

09
=

4,
39

7
20

07
:

94
1

Li
st

ed
(1

,5
36

in
di

vi
du

al
bu

ild
in

gs
)

G
ra

de
1

=
23

G
ra

de
2*

=
69

G
ra

de
2

=
84

3
G

ra
de

B
=

2
G

ra
de

C
=

4

N
o.

of
lis

te
d

bu
ild

in
gs

m
et

ho
ds

fo
r

qu
an

tif
yi

ng
ch

an
ge

in
hi

st
or

ic
al

ar
ea

s.
20

08
:

94
3

(1
53

8
in

di
vi

du
al

bu
ild

in
gs

)
G

ra
de

1
=

23

12
9

In
di

ca
to

rS
ta

tu
s:

(fo
rR

B
W

M
co

m
pa

re
d

to
ot

he
ra

ut
ho

rit
ie

s
/a

re
as

of
th

e
U

K
)G

re
en

=
po

si
tiv

e
si

tu
at

io
n,

A
m

be
r=

sl
ig

ht
ly

ne
ga

tiv
e

si
tu

at
io

n,
R

ed
=

ne
ga

tiv
e

si
tu

at
io

n,
G

re
y

=
un

ce
rta

in
(u

su
al

ly
w

he
re

an
ap

pr
op

ria
te

co
m

pa
ra

to
ri

s
no

ta
va

ila
bl

e)
,B

la
nk

=
N

o
da

ta
av

ai
la

bl
e

to
dr

aw
a

co
nc

lu
si

on
.

13
0

D
at

a
Q

ua
lit

y:
1

=
R

el
ia

bl
e

/g
oo

d
qu

al
ity

da
ta

,2
=

R
el

ia
bi

lit
y

co
ul

d
be

im
pr

ov
ed

,3
=

N
o

da
ta

/u
nr

el
ia

bl
e

da
ta

.
13

1
ht

tp
://

lb
on

lin
e.

en
gl

is
h-

he
rit

ag
e.

or
g.

uk
/L

og
in

.a
sp

x

SA Background Paper B: Baseline Data90

Quality of the Built Environment16



So
ur

ce
In

di
ca

to
r

St
at

us
(1

29
)

&
D

at
a

Q
ua

lit
y

(1
30

)

C
om

m
en

ts
/

Pr
ob

le
m

s
/

C
on

st
ra

in
ts

Tr
en

d
(in

R
B

W
M

un
le

ss
st

at
ed

)

Ta
rg

et
(fo

r
R

B
W

M
un

le
ss

st
at

ed
)

U
K

/E
ng

la
nd

So
ut

h
Ea

st
B

er
ks

hi
re

R
B

W
M

In
di

ca
to

r

G
ra

de
2*

=
69

G
ra

de
2

=
84

5
G

ra
de

B
=

2
G

ra
de

C
=

1

20
09

:
96

7
lis

te
d

(b
ut

1,
54

3
in

di
vi

du
al

bu
ild

in
gs

)
G

ra
de

1
=

23
G

ra
de

2*
=

67
G

ra
de

2
=

86
7

G
ra

de
B

=
2

ch
ur

ch
es

G
ra

de
C

=
1

ch
ur

ch

E
ng

lis
h

H
er

ita
ge

1
(A

m
be

r)
R

el
at

es
on

ly
to

G
ra

de
1

or
2*

N
um

be
ro

f
G

ra
de

1
an

d
20

09
=

96
9

G
ra

de
1

an
d

20
09

=
10

4
G

ra
de

1
an

d
2*

Li
st

ed
B

ui
ld

in
gs

ar
e

at
ris

k

20
04

/0
5

=
1

20
05

/0
6

=
2

20
06

/0
7

=
2

20
07

/0
8

=
2

20
08

/0
9

=
2

Li
st

ed
B

ui
ld

in
gs

on
th

e
na

tio
na

l
‘B

ui
ld

in
gs

at
R

is
k’

R
eg

is
te

r.

'H
er

ita
ge

at
R

is
k

R
eg

is
te

r
20

09
-S

ou
th

E
as

t'
R

B
W

M
A

M
R

20
09

bu
ild

in
gs

in
cl

ud
in

g
N

oa
h’

s
B

oa
th

ou
se

,
an

d
th

e
R

oy
al

M
au

so
le

um
at

Fr
og

m
or

e.

2*
Li

st
ed

B
ui

ld
in

gs
at

R
is

k
in

R
B

W
M

is
ve

ry
lo

w
co

m
pa

re
d

w
ith

th
os

e
bu

ild
in

gs
at

ris
k

na
tio

na
lly

.

2*
Li

st
ed

B
ui

ld
in

gs
ar

e
at

ris
k

Ta
bl

e
48

Ex
te

nt
of

th
e

bu
ilt

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t

12
9

In
di

ca
to

rS
ta

tu
s:

(fo
rR

B
W

M
co

m
pa

re
d

to
ot

he
ra

ut
ho

rit
ie

s
/a

re
as

of
th

e
U

K
)G

re
en

=
po

si
tiv

e
si

tu
at

io
n,

A
m

be
r=

sl
ig

ht
ly

ne
ga

tiv
e

si
tu

at
io

n,
R

ed
=

ne
ga

tiv
e

si
tu

at
io

n,
G

re
y

=
un

ce
rta

in
(u

su
al

ly
w

he
re

an
ap

pr
op

ria
te

co
m

pa
ra

to
ri

s
no

ta
va

ila
bl

e)
,B

la
nk

=
N

o
da

ta
av

ai
la

bl
e

to
dr

aw
a

co
nc

lu
si

on
.

13
0

D
at

a
Q

ua
lit

y:
1

=
R

el
ia

bl
e

/g
oo

d
qu

al
ity

da
ta

,2
=

R
el

ia
bi

lit
y

co
ul

d
be

im
pr

ov
ed

,3
=

N
o

da
ta

/u
nr

el
ia

bl
e

da
ta

.

91SA Background Paper B: Baseline Data

Quality of the Built Environment 16



Conservation Areas

There are a total of 26 Conservation Areas in the borough and 19 of these have Conservation Area Statements
(marked *). These are:

All Saints, Boyn Hill, Maidenhead
Altwood Road, Maidenhead *
Beenham's Heath *
Bisham Village *
Bray Village *
Burchetts Green *
Castle Hill, Maidenhead
Cookham Dean *
Cookham High Street *
Datchet *
Eton *
Holyport *
Hurley Village *
Inner Windsor *
Littlewick Green *
Maidenhead Riverside*
Maidenhead Town Centre *
Mill Lane (Clewer Village)
Old Windsor
Pinkneys Green, Nr. Maidenhead *
Shurlock Row *
St Mary's Church & Bury Court, White Waltham *
Sunningdale *
Trinity Place/Clarence Crescent, Windsor
Waltham St Lawrence
Windsor Town Centre *

During December 2009 and March 2010 the council carried two public consultation exercises on proposals to
review and extend the two Maidenhead riverside Conservation Areas around Boulters Lock, and Maidenhead
Bridge and Guards Club to form a new, larger Maidenhead Riverside Conservation Area. Following the public
consultations, the amended Conservation Area boundary and related Appraisal document were endorsed at
the Cabinet Meeting of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead on 24th June 2010. As a result the
Maidenhead Riverside Conservation Area has now replaced the former areas.
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Air

The National Air Quality Strategy 2000 and the 2003 Addendum sets UK national non mandatory standards
and objectives for ten key air pollutants to be achieved by various dates between 2003 and 2012 (these
are similar or in some cases more stringent than the EU limit values).

The latest Air Quality Strategy for the UK was published in 2007 which sets out air quality standards and
objectives to be achieved, and provides a way forward. The strategy aims to benefit public health, quality
of life and the environment. The strategy will not remove any of the objectives set out in the previous
strategy or its addendum(132).

In the south east, the hotter, drier summers predicted as a consequence of climate change could result
in an increase in days of moderate or high air pollution at rural sites, unless the primary pollutants from
which ozone forms are reduced (133).

In 2005, two Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) were declared in the borough - one in Maidenhead
and one in Windsor.

The Maidenhead AQMA is described as “an area covering part of Maidenhead Town Centre, extending
north to the roundabout at the junction of the A4 and B4447 and south to Kingswood Court opposite the
sports ground”

The Windsor AQMA is described as “the area surrounding the junction of the A332 and Clarence Road
in Windsor”.

In 2009 both these AQMAs were extended and a new AQMA was created at M4/Bray, after the Order
was approved by Cabinet on 25th June 2009.

Since 2005 there has been no significant change in the levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) or the population
exposed to those levels.

132 DEFRA Air Quality Strategy - http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/air/airquality/strategy/index.htm
133 SEEPB Regional Monitoring Report 2006
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Energy and Renewable Energy

In January 2007, RBWM became a signatory to the Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change. This
means the authority has pledged to systematically address the causes of climate change and prepare
the community for its impacts.

RBWM has a target to reduce domestic energy consumption by 30% by 2010.

The SE has joint second highest consumption of electricity of any region in England.

The borough is on target to reduce domestic energy use by 30% by 2011 based on 1996 levels.

The national target is to meet 10% of UK electricity generation form renewable sources by 2010.
Government also has an aspiration to further increase generation by 20% by 2020.

In 2008/09, RBWM is currently producing 16.8% of the 2010 target for renewable energy capacity installed.
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Land

The percentage of new and converted dwellings built on previously developed land in the borough generally
exceeds 90%. This is significantly above the regional target of 60%.

The majority of employment development takes place on previously developed land in the borough.
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Flood Risk

In the Royal Borough, 25.6% of residential and 26.4% of commercial properties are at risk from flooding.
Of these some 9,511 residential and 51 commercial properties are deemed to be in an area of higher
flood risk (1 in 100 years).

There is 34,590,822 sq.m of land mass (excluding anything water related) within floodzone 3 in the
borough.

There have been several series floods along the River Thames in the years 1894, 1947, 1954, 1959,
1974, 1981, 1990, 2000 and 2002/03.

In 2008/09 only two planning applications were approved against Environment Agency (EA) advice on
grounds of flood defence; none were granted against EA advice on water quality.

There is currently no data on new development which has sustainable urban drainage (SUDS) installed
although this is a regional target.
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National Waste Levels

In 2004/05 the UK produced 187 million tonnes of waste (consisting construction and demolition, industry
and commerce, and municipal sector). Regionally the highest waste generation was in the South East,
accounting for 15% of the total for England.

There has been a decrease of 0.9% of waste that goes to landfill, with recycling/ composting in 2007/08
accounting for 34% of household waste.(162)

Household Waste

The amount of household waste generated in the borough has historically been high. This has been
reducing so that it is now near to the national average.

The proportion of household waste being recycled or composted in the borough is increasing and the
proportion of household waste going to landfill is decreasing. This is in line with national trends. At present
the Borough does not recover heat, power or other energy sources from household waste.

The civic amenity site (provided by the Council for residents to dispose of household waste) is located off
Stafferton Way, Maidenhead. Arrangements have also been made with Slough Borough Council for
residents to use their site at White Hart Road, Chalvey in Slough where this is more convenient. There
are 29 recycling ‘bring’ sites across the borough where a variety of materials can be recycled.

88% of residents were satisfied (40% very satisfied) with refuse collection in 2008; by 2009 this had
increased to 90%.

83% of residents have used local tips/ household waste recycling centres within the last year. 68% of
residents are satisfied (29% very satisfied) with these facilities.

The Royal Borough is participating in a pioneering new recycling initiative scheme that rewards residents
for recycling by giving points that can be accumulated for monetary discounts at outlets across the borough.
The council is working in partnership with Veolia Environmental Services and RecycleBank. The scheme
is being rolled out to all residents in June 2010. RBWM is the first authority in the country to reward people
for recycling. (163)

162 Sustainable Indicators in your Pocket - DEFRA (2009)
163 RBWM www.rbwm.gov.uk.
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