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Gravel baron reveals lifelon

WAITING GAME: Rumours are cfroulating around
Magples fans over the future of the club's ground
in York Road.: .

Magpies stay
tight-lipped
over plans

BANS of Maidenhead Untted know that the club
has been locking to move from its Yerk Road
home for years. ’

Peter. Prior's North Town vision sees Helyport
FC and the Magpies ground-sharing a new stadi-
um - where the existing grave} plant Ties; just north
of Summerleaze Road, -

However, both clubs reﬁla'in tight-lipped on’ g

thetr future plans: - .
_Péter Griffin, chairman of the Conference
“South :division teamn, said that an announcement

“on-relocation would he made to sharsholders at 4§

Teeting tonight (Thursday).

“There will be & statément made onthis issie’

biit we cannot comment before. Our position will
he clear.atter the rheeting,” he told the Advertiser.

The foctball club land, including the aréa occu-
pied by Desborongh Bowlis Club, is considered to
to-be significant for the future development. of

.-Maidenhead. . . . S

Bob Dulsen, chairman of the Partnership for
Rejuvenation of Maidenhead (PROM), said the
sites represent 4 ‘tremendons opportunity’. to

 repenerate the town.centre, espegially consider-
ing the waterway that runs through it and the

".ceniral location of theland. .. v -

- Peter Prior, who has masterminded the North
Town plans, said it does not matterif the footbail
club chooses not to join him in the massive pro-
jeet, which eonld stil] include a foptball stadivim,
neighbouring training piteh and conference
Tacilities. i :

.. Many fans had mixed feelings about any move,
as the ground ‘buzzed with rdmours’ during
Tuesday night's cup defeat to Windsor and Eton:

Chah histerian Mark Smith sad that he has
never been ‘averse in the slightest’ to amove toa
ground: with modern facilities. .

But he wanted the club to have a freshsld or
980-yéar lease on any new grsund as well as ‘sur-
pios money remalning in the bank after the move
which would guarantee the long-term survival of
the club’.

Murdo Macleod, who has been a Magpies fanfor
20 years, just wanted to see samething happen.

"Maidenhead has been saving they are going to
move for the last 30 years. It comes to a point
when they either improve the existing facilities or
g0 ahead with a mave,” the 40-year-old said.

However, the Northi Town resident believes that

Plans for 50(
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A HUB of Maidenkead
sports clubs will sit along-

side hundreds of new eco-,
homes as part of an ambi-

tious visien te build on to
greenbeli land on the out-
skdrts of the towz,

The proposals could see

the {town's football and -

tennis clubs relocate to
the site in North Town to

join the area’s existing

sailing and cricket teams,
in a radiea) reshuffle that

orth Town vision

" MoviNg
. Lawn Te)

ground above
| Summerieaze Roai

facilities and trairistation

‘of bird ‘hides and tree- ing.
A oW waterway route wolkd
- _be created 1

. GRAND VISIONS: Spence,
Farm gould house. hund
new homes with @ host

ONE . of the oldest ténnis clubs in the country,
Maidenhead Lawh Tennis Club (MLTC), has been
looking to xaove from its'All Spints Avenue home
for years: : .

It has.a two-vear waiting Jist of about 400 adults -
-and juniors and has compietely eutgrown its nine
cowrts and mini-tennis aone. :

Under Peter Prior's vigicn, the plan is to house
the club in & building with a live' grass roof, on
the site-” Holyport FC crrrently occupies, with
three indoor and 12 outdoor courts, as well ‘as &
mini-tennis zone, . :

MLYC chairman Dave Searbrough said the club
has been in talks with Mr Prior about moving to
hig North Town land.

- “We have been locking around for a new site for
some time now,” he said.

. “We bid for the old Shire Horse Centre some
time ago. We want to. move in order to keep up
with similar Jarge clubs and provide the facilities
that our members and the Lawn Tennis
Associatien (LTA) will require in the future.

“Thiz- means having imdoor courts and addi-
tional floodlit. courts and we just can’t do that at

PE3 our current site.”

There are currently 708 members at the club,
which has been based in Al Saints Avenue since
1925,

“ The chairman said the proposed site ‘looks

3¢y, which is set ©0 be approved

. iy i ideal and there was feeling ameng club members
B ione vennenl (e (s B Eo o ot e
to create 346 hew homes in. . LD average waiting' fime {o join the club is
“the Royal Borough every two years. If an adult waits two years then that is
year until 2026. unfortunate and inconvenient,” he said. .

But Clir David Burbage __ Dutif ajunior hasic wait two years then they
(Con; Bray), leader of the &¢¢missing out on a crucia) development period ™
Royal Borough, said that ke
did not want to see protect-
. ed land being built wpon.

“We are in a reasonable
shape in terms of housing
‘and we are committed t
projecting the greenbelt,
he said. "If m plauning
-application does come in for

not encugh is made. of the prestige of the York would require a tedrawing

Road . stadium, which is regarded as the oldest
contimually-used football ground in the country.
T would rather see us stay in somewhere with a
bit of character than some of the identikit,
.grounds you see everywhere,” he said.
“They have no appeal, they are absolutely. soul-
less. I would hate it if Maidenhead moved some-
where like that”

of the Maidenheéad- land
scape. ’ :
The plans-ihclode build-
ing more than 500 homes
plus sheps. on greenbelt
land alongside. Maidan-
-head Road at the Spencer’s
Farm site, which was pre-
viously used for gravel
- exiraction.
The residents of the
development would be
served by a new train sta-

. tion on the Maidenhead to

Marlow line.

Under {the proposals
new' lakes counld also be
‘created to the north of the
fieids, alongside new path-
ways and a revitalised
York Stream.

The plans are the Drain-
child of gravel tycoon
Peter Prior, who owns the
land which stretches for

wiles towards Cookham.
He said that he has had
the visiori since he left
schook, ’
“People already enjoy
<ricket and sailing here

and people come to walk.

or cvcle, so it’s a recre-
ational area ag it is” said
the Summerleaze director,
who i% in his 60s.

“We want to make it big-
ger, with bowls, tennis and
the expansion of  the
waterways so vou can

have families doing differ-’

ent activities in the same

area. -
. "H's'about people being
happy and enjoying them-

elves; doing the things

‘they love to @o,” added Mr

Prior, whoge family made
it on to last year's Sunday
Times Rich List. .

“f have had theimage of
this since I left sehoal
Now is the time 10 open it

all up and tell everyone:

about ;.7

The landowner said that
his North Town land can
carrently beused for-grav-
el extraction. until 2042;
though he added that the
plant above Summerleaze
Rozd will hepefully be
repiaced with a new foot-
ball stadium. :

He said he will use the

River Thames {0 transport
the gravel to. Bray {o be
processed. v

; -toets, who have been wark-
. ing with him on the'project
¢ for about a year, say the
incursiops into. greenbelt
land are justified because of
the ‘housing needs of
Maidenhead.. .
The plan'is to provide the
resilents of the new homes,
and the rest of Maidenhead,

© with -a. cencentration of .

individual sports clubs and

recreation facilities on their

. doorstep, which they argue
. wonld reduce traffic flow,
The: Bouth- East Flan,

Mr Prior -and his archi--

a: development we would

“have to see i it is compati
le with aims and the objec-

ives of the greénbelt.”

application could be lodged
within the yeay, though he
aceepted it could take up to
fiveyears before the scheme
is ready to be submitted.

He . accepts the. radical
ideas, for-a greenbelt . site
clese to the wpcoming 450-
home Badnells Pit develop-
ment, are likely to rouse a
passicnate response from
sections of the commonity.

“¥You are always going o
get sbme people who don't
like it,” he said. .
“¥You don't ever make any
plans on this scale that
someone wen't abject to.
“Bat if you're going to de
something you should do i
properly.”

Mr Prior said a planning

1

MAN WITH THE PLAN: Peior Prior in front of the
Spencer's Farm slte whers he wants to bulid 500
eco-homes.



