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OFFICER REPORTING: BRIAN MARTIN, COMMUNITY SAFETY CO-ORDINATOR
1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

To update the forum on recent developments in Community Safety. 

2. OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION: 

That Crime and Disorder Forum notes:

· The update on Designated Public Places Order scheduled for introduction in April

· The draft on the Community Safety Strategic Assessment 

· General progress on Community Safety.

3. SUPPORTING INFORMATION
3.1 Designated Public Places Order

Following Cabinet’s approval (on 23rd October), public consultation concerning the extension of the borough’s Alcohol Free Zones commenced on 4th December 2008.  A public notice was put in the local press and maps of the proposed locations were made available for the public to view.   Representations received as a result of the public consultation, which ended on 1st January 2009, will be considered by the Project Team.  New locations will only be added to the proposed schedule if there is reasonable evidence of alcohol related anti-social behaviour taking place.  The Project Team will be consulting the Police for their views on whether streets/areas suggested as a result of consultation warrant inclusion.  A recommendation will be put forward to Full Council on 21st April 2009 to revoke the two existing orders and to seal a new inclusive order.  Prior to Full Council a report will be presented to Planning and Environment Overview and Scrutiny (26th January) and Cabinet (26th February).  Once the order is sealed (on 21st April subject to approval by Full Council) notification of the order will be sent to the Secretary of State, signs will be erected in the locations covered and the order publicised.

3.2
Community Safety Strategic Assessment 2008/2009
By law all crime and disorder reduction partnerships have to produce an annual strategic assessment of crime and disorder / community safety in their area to underpin their triennial Community Safety Partnership Plans.  In RBWM’s case this 2008-2009 assessment relates to the 2008 – 2011 Community Safety Partnership Plan.  This assessment is meant to provide strategic direction for year 2 of the Partnership Plan.  The first draft of this assessment is attached (Appendix 1) for the Crime and Disorder Forum to note.  Perhaps the most important section of the assessment is section 7 of the report which covers recommendations for 2009/10.

It should be stressed that the document is in draft form, and as such some sections will be worked up more fully over the next few weeks.  Some data e.g. that on Alcohol has only just become available nationally.  However, the document does contain sufficient information to allow consultation with groups such as the Crime and Disorder Forum. 

3.3
Community Safety General

3.3.1 Community Safety in the New Borough Structure

In December the new borough structure was implemented.  Community Safety (including the Community Wardens) and Anti-social Behaviour is located within the Environment Directorate in the Streetcare Department alongside CCTV, Parking, Streetcare, Emergency Planning, and Operations.  The Drug and Alcohol Action Team is based in Adult Services, and the Youth Offending Team is located in Children’s Services.

3.3.2 Communications

Website update

The community safety website has been live for nearly a year.  A formal critique will be taking place later this month to establish whether the site (www.rbwmsafety4all.org.uk) is still delivering on its original objectives, which were:

· To have a site focused on the lay user rather than the professional

· To have two clear distinct areas – seeking information area, taking action/reporting area

Members of the Crime and Disorder Forum are invited to submit their comments on the website to Helen Taylor, community safety communications officer, helen.taylor@rbwm.gov.uk
Working with partners to increase communications

The Forum is asked to note that in order to further develop and improve two-way communications to our communities – the partners’ communications teams are investigating ways to utilise each others communication outlets.  There are many crime reduction messages that as a partner we would want to disseminate to our staff and to those of our partners, for example vehicle crime.  Other partners could offer their intranet and other communication outlets for other partners.

PR highlights

October 2008

· Start of Hallowe’en and bonfire ASB campaign – joint press releases covering safer Hallowe’en, fireworks safety.

November 2008

· Press releases issued covering the following:

· Continuation of Safer Bonfire campaign – received extensive coverage in local press

· White Ribbon Day – raising awareness of domestic abuse, received extensive coverage including Thames ITV

· Broom Farm community clean-up

· Windsor Dispersal Order – again very good coverage, including the front page of the Windsor Express

· Cold calling zones

· Beer goggles – covered in papers and also on BBC Berkshire breakfast show with Maggie Philbin (at Desborough School) and by 2-Ten FM (Charters School)

December 2008

· Public consultation of Designated Public Places Order (Alcohol Free Zone)

3.3.2
Community Warden Scheme

The Warden scheme continues to function well.  In recent months in addition to regular warden patrols visits etc the wardens have accompanied the police on environmental assessments; residents meetings with Housing Associations, Shopmobility (quite a few elderly and vulnerable residents helped here, plus a referral to adult services. 

3.3.4
Domestic Abuse
A presentation on domestic abuse will be given by Sophie Crowe, Berkshire East Domestic Violence Coordinator.  Appendix 2.

4.
CONSULTATION CARRIED OUT

There has been and will be extensive consultation on the Designated Public Places Order – see item 3.1.

5.
IMPLICATIONS
5.1
Financial

There main financial implication in this report relates to Designated Public Places Order, because of the wide nature of the order advertising is costly as is the erection of signage.  The funding for this will be met from within existing funds and a small grant from the Home Office.

5.2
Legal

There are legal implications for the designated public places order (see item 3.1) which will be covered in the relevant papers to Cabinet / Council.

5.3
Human Rights Act
None of the Human Convention Rights will be affected by this decision.
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