REPORT TO CABINET
Title:
PETITION: GORDON ROAD, PARKING AND TRAFFIC LINES 

Date:
25 September 2008  

Member Reporting:
Councillor Rayner

Contact Officer(s):
Stephen Brown, Head of Highways & Engineering 


Tel: 01628 796770

Wards Affected:
Belmont

1.
SUMMARY 

1.1 At Council on 24th June 2008, Councillor Mackay presented a petition signed by 30 residents of Gordon Road regarding parking and traffic issues associated with the small supermarket in the middle of this street.  A copy of the content of the petition is attached as appendix A.

1.2 The petition intimates increased traffic and parking due to the change of ownership and intensification of use of the shop causing difficulty for nearby residents and requests action on the following issues:

· improve road markings to clearly indicate no parking areas in front of residents driveways

· should the road markings not improve the situation the opening hours of the supermarket be limited to a more conventional time

· consider a residents parking permit scheme or a one-way system within the Gordon Road and Wellington Road areas
1.3 This report sets out options to respond to the petition, which include a parking review of the area (to be completed between September and December 2008) with full consultation with residents and Ward Members and subsequent implementation of any agreed improvements.

2.
RECOMMENDATION: That:
a) The lead petitioner be notified of the planned area parking review, which will include full consultation with all residents and Ward Councillors.

b) Officers contact the business to remind them of the constraints on delivery vehicle arrival hours.

	What will be different for residents as a result of this decision?

	· The parking review will include full consultation enabling residents to give their views on the proposed improvements

· The implementation of improvements will reduce the risk of driveways being blocked 

· Restricting deliveries to agreed times will increase the availability of parking for residents




3.
SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Background
3.1
Gordon Road is a residential street just off All Saints Avenue in Belmont Ward.  The area is fairly densely developed with many houses not having off street parking (a location plan is attached as Appendix B).

3.2 Recently a local retail store situated in the middle of the road has apparently changed hands and has subsequently amended their opening hours.  This has, it is reported in the petition, increased the intensity of delivery vehicles and also customer cars.  This is proving disruptive for neighbours / residents.

3.3 Officers have checked the planning history for this property and the last relevant consent was given in 1994.  This applied conditions on the hours for delivery vehicles but there appear to be no constraints on the hours of opening for the shop itself.  Deliveries are restricted to 08.00 – 1800 Monday to Friday and 08.00 – 12.00 Saturdays only.

3.4 The petition asks that the Council consider 3 areas for improvement:-

A) Refresh Road Markings

B) Amend hours of opening of shop

C) Residents Parking Zone / One Way System

These are discussed in the options section below.

4.
OPTIONS AVAILABLE AND RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
Options
	
	Option
	Comments
	Financial Implications

	1. 
	Refresh Road Markings

1) at Residents expense (standard charge £100)

2) at Council expense

3) at subsidised cost of £25 per access
	The existing access protection markings are serviceable but would benefit from repainting.  There is no legal alternative style of marking as requested by petitioners.  This should be considered in conjunction with the area parking review set out below.
	Revenue: 
Batching together 8-10 markings reduces costs. £25/access will cover contractor costs in this instance.

Capital

Nil



	2. 
	Amend hours of opening of shop
	There are no planning conditions limiting the hours of operation of the shop.  Deliveries are restricted as set out in para. 3.3 above.  There is no way of imposing restrictions on the opening hours unless the business applies for some other change of use.  (The current application on the site relates solely to storage facilities and it would not be appropriate to use this to restrict business hours.)
	Revenue

Nil

Capital

Nil

	3. 
	Residents Parking Zone
	Members will recall that the Royal Borough adopted DPE in January 2008.  This was based on the existing parking restrictions.  Members then agreed that a phased review of these restrictions and additional restrictions be undertaken.

Phases I and IIa are complete. Phase IIb will be complete in September 2008 and Phase III is planned for September to December 2008.  The Gordon Road area is already included in Phase III.

One possible outcome of the area review might be to install limited waiting bays in front of the shop i.e. “8am to 6pm, 20 minutes in any hour”.  This would provide constant turnover for shoppers thus relieving pressure on other spaces in the street.  This would be subject to a feasibility and consultation process.  This option is recommended.
	Revenue

Included in DPE budgets

Capital

Included in DPE budgets

	4. 
	One Way System
	Although a one way system may seem attractive in these circumstances based on previous experience this would be inappropriate without extensive alternative traffic calming as we have seen on various occasions a serious increase in vehicle speeds leading to higher risks to pedestrians and residents.  This option is not recommended.
	Revenue

N/A

Capital

N/A


4.2
Risk assessment
4.2.1 Members should note that a Residents Parking Zone has a serious impact on Residents.  A maximum of two Permits per property can be issued.  £20 for the first and £40 the second.  This is reduced by the number of off street spaces per property.  Also visitors / trades people / nannies etc. all then have to use ‘visitor’ permits.  Costs and numbers per annum are

24 hours / £2.00 / 50 permits p.a.

6 hours / £1.00 / 50 permits p.a.

2 hours / free / 25 permits p.a.

4.2.2 A Residents Parking Zone should only be considered where all other parking measures are inappropriate.

5.
CONSULTATIONS CARRIED OUT

5.1 The recommendations of this report respond to the concerns of the community raised in the petition.

6.
COMMENTS FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PANEL

6.1 The Planning and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Panel considered this report on 1st September 2008, which included discussion with one of the Ward Members. 

6.2 The Panel resolved ‘That the report be recommended to Cabinet for approval’.
7.
IMPLICATIONS

The following implications have been addressed where indicated below.

	Financial
	Legal
	Human Rights Act
	Planning
	Sustainable Development
	Diversity & Equality

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	 
	N/A
	N/A


Background Papers:

Planning Application 1994
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