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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY: 6-MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT (MONITORING) 

RIGHTS OF WAY AND HIGHWAY LICENSING PANEL: 8 SEPTEMBER 2008

OFFICER REPORTING: ANTHONY HURST, PRINCIPAL RIGHTS OF WAY OFFICER

1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To update members on progress with public rights of way issues.

2. OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION: 

    That the Panel note the report.

3.
SUPPORTING INFORMATION

3.1 Wards Affected

All

3.2 Relevant Matters Upon Which Decision is Based & Reasons Supporting Recommendation

Attached at Appendix 1 is a Progress Report on Public Rights of Way issues covering the six months period from 1st February - 1st August 2008. 

3.3 Options Available and Risk Assessment

This is a monitoring report only. Details of individual path issues are set out in the Progress Report attached at Appendix 1.  

3.4 Relevant National/Regional Guidance

The Council has various duties and powers relating to public rights of way, under the Highways Act 1980, Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Rights of Way Act 1990, and Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, and associated guidance.

3.5 Relevant Council Policies/Strategies

The Council’s policies and objectives relating to public rights of way are set out in the Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2005-2015, and in the Milestone Statement and Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan annual review 2008/09.

	
	Relevant?

Yes / No

	Key Themes:
	

	Supporting Children & Younger People
	YES

	Supporting Adults & Older People 
	YES

	A Thriving, Cleaner, Greener Borough
	YES

	Safer & Stronger Communities
	YES


4.          CONSULTATION CARRIED OUT

The Council’s public rights of way team works closely with the RBWM Local Access Forum on public rights of way matters. The Forum includes representatives from Parish Councils, rights of way user groups, landowners and others with an interest in the Borough’s countryside and rights of way.  The current membership list of the Forum is attached to the Progress Report at Annexe C. 

The rights of way team also consult with landowners and rights of way users on a day-to-day basis on site-specific projects and proposals.    
5.
IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 Financial

None arising directly from this report, which is a monitoring report only.

5.2 Legal

None arising directly from this report, which is a monitoring report only. However, the Progress Report includes updates on a number of legal changes to the public rights of way network.

5.3 Human Rights Act

The Convention Rights under the HRA relevant to this report are: none arising directly from this report, which is a monitoring report only.

5.4 Planning

None arising directly from this report, which is a monitoring report only.

5.5 Sustainable Development

Effective management and promotion of the Public Rights of Way network has the following beneficial impacts on sustainable development

· A positive impact on transport by encouraging alternative forms of transport to the car.

· A positive impact on health by encouraging walking and cycling. 

5.6 Diversity and Equality

A number of the issues reported in the Progress Report have a positive impact on equality and diversity, for example replacement of stiles on public rights of way with gates, and publication of an Easy Going Route leaflet for use by people with restricted mobility. 


Background Papers:  None
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