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ROYAL BOROUGH OF WINDSOR AND MAIDENHEAD

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY: 6-MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT
FEBRUARY 1st – JULY 31st 2008

1. ENFORCEMENT

1.1. Problems resolved and problems reported

Approximately 29 enforcement problems have been resolved during the period from February 1st to July 31st 2008, and approximately 76 new problems were reported during that period. A statistical summary of reported, resolved and outstanding problems is included in Annexe A (page 8)
1.2.  Reported enforcement problems currently being investigated

The list of cases below has been extracted from the Council’s public rights of way database and shows unresolved cases that have been actively investigated during the report period. Further details of the status of specific cases on this list are available on request.   

	Path
	Date Reported
	Problem

	Bray Footpath 21
	13/02/08
	Fence, gate and earth blocking path

	Bray Bridleway 22
	16/04/08
	Private property signs have been put up on the path

	Bray Footpath 41
	14/04/08
	Report that unauthorised stiles have been placed on the path

	Bray Footpath 45
	26/06/08
	Polo field and canter track have been constructed on the footpath.

	Bray Footpath 52
	23/02/07
	Manure heap obstructing footpath. Additional unauthorised stile has been erected.

	Cookham Footpath 60
	02/05/08
	Shrubs have been planted on the footpath

	Maidenhead FP 44
	20/02/08
	Rats infesting verge of path.

	Maidenhead FP 45
	12/12/06
	Vehicle problems along path

	Sunninghill Footpath 1
	30/06/08
	Complaint about damage to the path caused by works at Imperial College

	Sunninghill Byway 17
	07/04/08
	Complaint regarding damage to the lane by vehicles.

	Sunninghill Byway 18
	26/02/08
	Report that new fence has been erected encroaching onto path

	Walt. St L. Footpath 15
	15/04/08
	Report of aggressive horses in the field intimidating users of the path

	Walt. St L. Footpath 40
	14/01/08
	Unauthorised barrier has been erected on the path.

	White Walt. FP 19
	14/06/07
	Gate and car obstructing footpath.

	Wray. Footpath 8C
	23/06/04
	Ditch arisings and junk metal over path.


1.3. Reported enforcement problems that have been resolved Feb 1st - July 31st 2008

	Path
	Date Reported
	Problem

	Bisham Restricted Byway 1
	11/4/08
	Complaint about contractor’s vehicles using the Restricted Byway. Resolved: letter sent to landowner to ensure that contractor’s vehicles do not use the Restricted Byway.

	Bisham Footpath 23
	12/02/08
	Report of rat poison being left on or near to the footpath. Resolved: no exposed rat poison found and no risk to the public unless poison boxes are broken open, or dogs not kept under control.

	Bisham Footpath 4
	29/05/08
	Overgrowth issue. Resolved: path cleared

	Bisham Footpath 6
	29/05/08
	Overgrowth issue. Resolved: path cleared

	Bisham Footpath 7
	29/05/08
	Overgrowth issue. Resolved: path cleared

	Bisham Footpath 8
	29/05/08
	Overgrowth issue. Resolved: path cleared

	Cookham Restricted Byway 20
	28/04/08
	Water flowing from adjacent field and is damaging the surface of the Restricted Byway. Resolved: South East Water have repaired the leak.

	Cookham Footpath 41
	20/07/99
	Fence collapsing. Resolved, reported by Ramblers Ass. survey that problem resolved 

	Cookham Footpath 54
	28/04/04
	Horse use damaging the footpath. Resolved: reported by Ramblers Ass. survey that problem resolved.

	Cookham Footpath 62
	04/03/08
	Fence panel has fallen over and is blocking the pathway. Resolved:  fence had been repaired.

	Eton Bridleway 17
	28/04/08
	Path obstructed by crops. Resolved: crops cleared by contractor, costs recovered from landowner.

	Eton Bridleway 18
	28/04/08
	Path obstructed by crops. Resolved: crops cleared by contractor, costs recovered from landowner.

	Eton Footpath 19
	29/10/07
	Path obstructed by crops. Resolved: crops cleared by contractor, costs recovered from landowner.

	Eton Footpath 4
	29/10/07
	Path obstructed by crops. Resolved:  crops cleared by contractor, costs recovered from landowner.

	Hurley Footpath 28
	07/05/08
	Problem with stile at west end. Resolved: stile reinstated.

	Hurley Footpath 7
	01/08/99
	Stile problem. One step on stile slightly wobbly. Resolved: reported by Ramblers Ass. survey that problem resolved.

	Maidenhead FP 19
	16/06/08
	Path obstructed by crops. Resolved: path reinstated.

	Maidenhead FP 23B
	25/05/01
	Post problem. Resolved. noted on BVPI survey that posts are now satisfactory.

	Maidenhead FP 2A
	18/07/08
	Path overgrown. Resolved: path cleared.

	Maidenhead FP 68
	08/12/06
	Overgrowth on path makes it difficult to know where path is. Resolved: noted on BVPI survey problem is resolved.

	Maidenhead Towpath
	18/07/08
	Path overgrown. Resolved:  path cleared.

	Old Windsor Footpath 7
	27/07/06
	Complaints about surface of path and chain link fence. Resolved: chain link fence replaced and path resurfaced.

	Sunningdale Bridleway 11
	22/04/99
	Possible encroachment. Resolved: Report from Ramblers Ass. survey - path measured and no problem found.

	Sunningdale Footpath 5
	23/11/04
	Path made narrow by encroaching hedge and bushes. Resolved: Reported by Ramblers Ass. survey as resolved.

	Sunningdale Footpath 9
	17/01/00
	Exposed cable on path is a trip hazard. Resolved: Reported by Ramblers Ass. survey as resolved.

	Waltham St Lawrence Footpath 38


	18/05/07
	Stile step removed leaving bar across path. Resolved: All stiles along the path have been removed and replaced with gates after negotiation with landowner.

	Waltham St Lawrence Footpath 41
	02/11/04
	Field gates tied with horse harness and difficult to open. Resolved: Reported by Ramblers Ass.  survey as resolved.

	White Waltham Footpath 15


	12/12/07
	Report of aggressive bull in the field. Resolved: Reported by Ramblers Ass. survey as resolved.


2. MAINTENANCE

2.1. Problems resolved and problems reported

Approximately 153 maintenance problems have been resolved during the period from February 1st to July 31st 2008, and approximately 255 new maintenance problems were reported during that period. Additionally, approximately 210 items of routine maintenance have been carried out during the period.

The following major projects have been completed over the reporting period:

	Various paths across the borough
	Clearance of fallen trees from public rights of way following high winds

	Restricted Byway 70 Maidenhead (Malders Lane)
	Surfacing improvements

	Sunninghill FP 9
	Surfacing works

	The Green Way
	Clearance of overhanging and streamside vegetation on Maidenhead section of the Green Way 

	Eton FP 1 (Thames Path)
	Resurfacing works to restore footpath-cycleway to original 2.5m width

	Cookham FP 49 (The Green Way)
	Surfacing works around new gates

	Cookham FP 3
	Surfacing improvements

	Old Windsor FP 7
	Surfacing and fencing improvements and replacement gate

	Bray FP 61
	Major clearance works

	Sunninghill FP 10
	Major clearance works

	Walt. St Lawrence FP 38
	Sleeper bridge widened and ramp installed at mid-path bridge.


2.2. Works due to be carried out

The following projects are scheduled to be carried out in the next 2 to 3 months:

	Bray FP 40
	1 stile to be replaced with a pedestrian gate

	Cresswells Farm, Bray (various paths)
	15 gates to be installed in place of existing stiles and obstructions

	Bray FP 1
	Replace dilapidated bridge with new bridge

	Bray FP 8
	Replace dilapidated bridge with new bridge

	Sunningdale FP 13
	Drainage works

	The Green Way 
	Upgrading signage along the Green Way


3. REMOVAL OF STILES

During the period February 1st to July 31st 2008 stiles were removed from the following footpaths:

	Bisham FP 18
	2 stiles removed and replaced with gates.

	Bisham FP 19
	3 stiles removed and replaced with gates.

	Waltham St Lawrence FP 38
	6 stiles removed and replaced with gates. 


4. DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 2008 

An updated Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way was published in July 2008. The updated Map and Statement incorporates all legal changes made to the public rights of way network since the previous edition was published in year 2000. The Definitive Map is made up of 26 A2-size map sheets, and the Definitive Statement lists the start and finish points of over 600 individual footpaths, bridleways and byways.  

Copies of the complete Map and Statement and are available for public inspection at the Windsor and Maidenhead Customer Service Centres and central libraries. Local extracts are available for inspection at all Parish Council offices and at the following local libraries: Ascot, Cookham, Cox Green, Datchet, Eton and Old Windsor. 

Copies of the Map and Statement have also been sent to path user groups and Berkshire Record Office, and to the Ordnance Survey so that future editions of Ordnance Survey maps can also be updated.

The Definitive Map can also be viewed electronically in the public rights of way section of the borough website.        

There are currently 10 outstanding ‘claims’ for paths to be added to the Definitive Map and Statement, as shown in Annexe B, (page 9).

Claims currently being investigated

4.1 Hurley claimed Bridleway 502
Definitive Map Modification Order application received on 18th October 2004. The claimed bridleway runs from Hurley Bridleway 15 (Hodgedale Lane) to Rose Lane, parallel to the Henley Road (A4130). We are currently awaiting legal advice regarding new evidence about the extent of the adopted highway before deciding whether to continue with the claim.

4.2 Eton claimed Footpath 505 

“Claimed’ by representation to BCC Draft Revised Map in 1977. The claimed footpath runs from Common Lane to Bell Lane, across an area of public open space owned by Eton College. Discussions are taking place with the College about dedication of the footpath as a public right of way. 
4.3 Shottesbrooke claimed Footpath 501 (Pundles Lane)

Definitive Map Modification Order application received on 30th May 2007.The claimed footpath runs from Shottesbrooke FP 12 to Waltham St Lawrence FP 38
5   PUBLICATIONS
5.1      Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2005-2015

The Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan is part of the Borough’s Local Transport Plan 2006-2011.

The 10-year Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan was published in 2005 as a requirement of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. The Plan was produced following wide ranging consultations, and identifies a range of potential improvements to the public rights of way network. Annual updates are published as part of the Milestones Statement.

5.2 Milestones Statement 2008-2009

The Milestones Statement & Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan annual review for 2008/09 was approved by the Rights of Way and Highways Licensing Panel on 17th March 2008. 

The document reviews progress made on public rights of way work in the previous year sets out a range of targets and objectives for the coming year.

5.3    Cookham Easy Going Route leaflet
The public rights of way team recently published a leaflet promoting a new ‘Easy Going Route’ around Cookham, which includes a section of the Thames Path National Trail. The route leaflet sets out specific accessibility information, including details of gradients, type of surface and structures such as gates, as well as local and historical information. An extended web site version of the leaflet is currently being developed. 

5.3    Borough Website
The Public Rights of Way pages on the Borough website contain comprehensive information about public rights of way in the borough, including problem report forms, contact details, public notices and consultations, and downloadable leaflets. The website also includes maps showing all the public rights of way in the Borough. New additions to the website include a Permitted Path Pack developed in conjunction with the Local Access Forum.

The following publications are now available on the website:

· Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2005-2015

· Milestones Statement 2008/09 

· Public Rights of Way information booklet 

· The Green Way 

· Knowl Hill Bridleway Circuit 

· Ascot and Sunninghill Circular Walks 

· Cookham Bridleway Circuit 

· Foot and Cycle Paths in and around Datchet 

· Holyport Health Walk

· Cookham Easy Going Route

The public rights of way web pages can be found at: 

http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/prow_index.htm.
6.   PARISH PATHS INITIATIVE 

The Royal Borough continues to operate the Parish Paths Initiative (PPI), and all parish and town councils are now members of the scheme. The British Horse Society, East Berkshire Ramblers Association and National Trust are also members of the Initiative. Works currently under consideration include a number of stile replacements with gates, surfacing works and clearance works. The PPI has also supported path promotion activities in some parishes. A number of grants have been provided to members that organise their own clearance works.

7.   LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

The Local Access Forum was set up in 2003 to advise the Council on improvement of public access to land in the Royal Borough for open-air recreation, as required by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. The Forum has adopted the following vision statement: “a partnership to promote and develop sustainable access for the growing benefit of the environment and all in our community”. 

The Forum currently meets twice a year, with additional meetings scheduled as required.  The minutes of the last meeting are included in Annexe D

The following topics were discussed at the June 2008 meeting of the Forum:

· Implementation of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan

· Publication of the new Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way

· Plans for the coming year, including LAF Annual Report 2007/2008, LAF work programme and meeting dates for the coming year.

· Permitted Paths information pack

· LAF Fast Response team to deal with inter-meeting consultations.

· The Maidenhead Civic Society’s Millennium Walk project.

A list of Forum members, and downloadable minutes, agendas and annual reports are available on the Local Access Forum web pages at: 

http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/prow_local_access_forum.htm. 

Anyone interested in applying to join the Forum should contact the LAF Secretary, Andrew Fletcher (01628-796122).   

8.       THAMES PATH NATIONAL TRAIL: bank erosion problems

8.1      Cookham Footpath 55 (Cliveden Reach) 

A specialist consultant, ‘Riverside Revetments’, has been commissioned to draw up a scheme to repair and protect sections of the riverbank that have become severely eroded over recent years, reducing the usable width of the riverside footpath to less than 1.5 metres in places. The scheme is being drawn up in consultation with the Environment Agency, and will involve the installation of stone gabion revetments, coir rolls along the toe of the bank and associated bank side planting. 

Funding sources are currently being explored (including S.106 developer contributions and external funding from Natural England), and subject to confirmation of funding and formal Environment Agency approval, bank repair and protection works could be implemented in the current financial year.  

In parallel with the above, discussions are continuing with the owner of the adjacent land, White Place Farm, on a proposal to widen the usable width of some sections of the path on the landward side by replacing and repositioning field boundary fencing. The proposal would involve increasing the legal width of the right of way by means of a Public Path Creation Agreement. Funding sources are also being sought for this element of the project.            

8.2 Datchet Footpath 8 (opposite The Home Park)

The Council is working with the landowner (The Crown Estate) on a scheme to install safety rails on two sections of footpath that have been narrowed by localised bank erosion. The scheme will also include planting at the base of the bank to help stabilise the bank and prevent further erosion.    

ANNEXE A

Reported problems on Public Rights of Way in the Borough 

	
	Outstanding at 31st January 2008


	Reported

1st Feb 2008 to 21st July 2008


	Resolved

1st Feb 2008 to 31st July 2008

	Outstanding

 at 

31st July 2008

	
	
	
	
	Problems Outstanding

5 years +
	Problems Outstanding 2-5 years
	Problems Outstanding up to 2 years
	Total

Outstanding

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ENFORCEMENT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ploughing and lack of marking
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Obstruction by crops
	1
	6
	3
	0
	0
	4
	4

	Fence encroachment
	37
	6
	1
	19
	10
	13
	42

	Fence obstruction
	12
	4
	1
	7
	4
	4
	15

	Building obstruction
	4
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	3

	Other obstructions
	27
	6
	2
	9
	5
	17
	31

	Stiles
	61
	14
	3
	21
	18
	33
	72

	Gates
	9
	4
	1
	0
	3
	9
	12

	Bulls/ other animal problems
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0
	2
	2

	Unauthorised use by horses
	7
	0
	1
	4
	2
	0
	6

	Unauthorised vehicular use
	5
	4
	1
	1
	2
	5
	8

	Electric fencing
	3
	1
	0
	0
	1
	3
	4

	Misleading notices
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	3
	3

	Intimidation
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Overhanging vegetation
	25
	13
	9
	2
	7
	20
	29

	Other Enforcement Problems
	34
	15
	3
	12
	9
	25
	46

	
	
	
	
	77
	62
	138
	-

	TOTAL ENFORCEMENT: 
	230
	76
	29
	
	277

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MAINTENANCE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vegetation
	50
	36
	20
	19
	11
	25
	55

	Rutting
	10
	6
	2
	5
	2
	7
	14

	Drainage
	35
	3
	4
	10
	14
	8
	32

	Fallen trees
	18
	17
	15
	0
	2
	17
	19

	Erosion
	50
	10
	7
	16
	17
	20
	53

	Tree problems
	15
	15
	11
	0
	2
	16
	18

	Bridges
	27
	2
	0
	8
	6
	13
	27

	Safety barriers
	10
	3
	1
	2
	6
	4
	12

	Steps
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3

	Roadside signposting
	44
	11
	24
	1
	15
	13
	29

	Signposting at path junctions
	50
	60
	27
	7
	21
	45
	73

	Waymarking
	56
	45
	28
	16
	19
	16
	51

	Rubbish/ waste
	5
	7
	1
	1
	2
	3
	6

	Other Maintenance Problems
	45
	40
	13
	7
	11
	36
	54

	
	
	
	
	93
	129
	224
	-

	TOTAL MAINTENANCE:
	418
	255
	153
	
	446

	ISSUES RESOLVED OUTSIDE REPORTING PERIOD: 

(SEE NOTES BELOW)
	74
	
	

	TOTALS OF MAINTENANCE AND ENFORCEMENT
	648
	331
	256
	
	723


	Routine maintenance: work items completed 01/02/2008 – 31/07/2008: 
	210



Note: For case management purposes it is desirable that the date when an issue is resolved is as accurate as possible, but as a result of this Issues are sometimes added and/or resolved in the database retrospectively. These issues are now shown as ‘resolved outside reporting period’.

ANNEXE B

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981

OUTSTANDING CLAIMED PATHS JULY 2008

	Parish
	Claim no
	Claim date
	Path description
	Comment

	
	
	
	From
	To
	

	Shottesbrooke
	FP 501
	2007
	Shottesbrooke FP 12
	Waltham St Lawrence FP38
	Claimed footpath

	Hurley
	BR 502
	2004
	Rose Lane, Hurley
	Hodgedale Lane 
	Claimed Bridleway



	Eton
	FP 505
	1977
	W end of Common Lane
	Bell Lane at entrance to Bell Farm
	Claimed for DRM

	Eton
	FP 502
	1977
	N of Somerville Rd between numbers 23 and 25
	FP 8 Eton
	Claimed for DRM

	Eton
	FP 506
	1977
	Bend in FP46
	Common Lane
	Claimed for DRM

	Maidenhead
	FP 508
	1977
	Moorfield Terrace 
	FP 4 Maidenhead
	Claimed for DRM

	Maidenhead
	FP 506
	1977
	Ray St
	FP 4 Maidenhead
	Claimed for DRM

	Maidenhead
	FP 523
	1977
	Castle Hill
	The Crescent
	Claimed for DRM

	Maidenhead
	FP 524
	1977
	Fane Way, through Desborough Park
	Rixman Close and FP56
	Claimed for DRM

	Wraysbury
	FP 500
	1977
	Staines Road
	River Thames
	Claimed for DRM, currently ‘permitted’ by Ankerwycke


DRM = Draft Revised Definitive Map of Berkshire (1976)

Shaded sections indicate claims currently being investigated

ANNEXE C
LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEMBERSHIP

JULY 2008

	Name
	Main Interests

	Peter Thorn (Chair) (BCA Burchetts Green)
	Land management

	Dorothy Allard (Shottesbrooke)
	Land management

	Celia Blay (White Waltham)
	Carriage driving, walking

	Margaret Bowdery (Maidenhead)
	Walking

	June Brayne (Hawthorn Hill)
	White Waltham Parish Council

	Mike Bruton (Maidenhead)
	Disabled rambling; access for disabled

	Curly Carver (Cookham Dean)
	Land management, common land, National Trust

	Bill Cathcart (Crown Estate, Windsor)
	Land management

	Margaret Cubley (Bisham)
	Walking, Open Spaces

	Loren Eldred (Princes Risborough, Bucks)
	Woodland Trust

	John Foulger (Fifield)
	Bray Parish Council, walking

	Christine Gadd (Sunningdale)
	Sunningdale Parish Council, walking, cycling

	Harry Hancock (Burnham, Bucks)
	Walking, open spaces

	Clare Harding-Brown (Waltham St. Lawrence)
	Horse riding, walking

	Gordon Harris (Cookham)
	Cookham Parish Council, Footpaths and open spaces

	Geoff Hill (Hurley)
	Hurley Parish Council, landowner

	Councillor Asghar Majeed (Maidenhead)
	RBWM Councillor

	Councillor John Stretton (Cookham)
	RBWM Councillor


ANNEXE D
ROYAL BOROUGH OF WINDSOR AND MAIDENHEAD

LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

10 JUNE 2008

MINUTES

	
	
	ACTION

	1
	Welcome, Apologies and Introductions
	

	
	Peter Thorn welcomed everyone to the seventeenth meeting of the Local Access Forum.

Attendance list:

Name

Interest area

Peter Thorn (Chairman)

Land Management

Celia Blay

Carriage Driving

Curly Carver

Land Management

Margaret Cubley

Walking, Open Spaces

John Foulger

Walking

Harry Hancock

Walking; Open Spaces

Gordon Harris

Footpaths, Open Spaces

Geoff Hill

Land Management

Cllr. Simon Werner

RBWM Councillor

Andrew Fletcher

Local Access Forum Secretary

Apologies

Dorothy Allard

Margaret Bowdery

Bill Cathcart

Loren Eldred

Christine Gadd

Clair Harding-Brown


	

	2
	Membership Update
	

	
	Andrew Fletcher gave an account of membership changes to the Forum since the last meeting: Norman Iley had recently tendered his resignation from the Forum.

Following the resignation of Stuart Shurlock from the Forum, volunteers were requested to stand for the role of Vice-Chairman. Geoff Hill volunteered to stand and a show of hands indicated the Forum’s approval. 

[Post-Meeting note: At this point the meeting was not quorate; it is felt that the nomination of the Vice-Chair will need to be confirmed by the full membership. A letter requesting approval, or inviting other volunteers will be sent to all members following the meeting for confirmation at the next LAF meeting.]


	Andrew Fletcher 

	3
	Approval of Minutes of Last Meeting
	

	
	Harry Hancock requested some changes to the wording of the appendices in the last minutes, and agreed to highlight these to Andrew Fletcher after the meeting.

Excepting the changes suggested above, the LAF approved the minutes of 22nd January 2008.


	Andrew Fletcher 

	4
	Actions arising from the minutes
	

	
	Andrew Fletcher introduced the item and read through the actions taken from the last meeting.

The Forum discussed the response from the Council regarding the use of leaflets to remind landowners about their responsibilities to look after hedges adjacent to rights of way and RECOMMENDED to the Council that they reconsider developing a flyer written in friendly, non-accusative terms that could be posted through the door of adjacent landowners where a problem has arisen, as many of the issues arise through lack of knowledge about responsibilities.

The LAF also resolved to take agenda item 9, discussing the LAF Fast Response Team, under this item (details below)


	Andrew Fletcher 

	5
	ROWIP Implementation Report
	

	
	Andrew Fletcher introduced the report and asked if any members had any comments.

Rights of Way Improvement Plan Actions: 4.1(b)

Cllr. Simon Werner asked what was being discussed with the Environment Agency about improving access to Cookham Lock. Andrew Fletcher agreed to provide an answer to this for the LAF in the post meeting report.

Site Specific Schemes

(1.1) The Forum discussed the provision of a permitted bridleway at Dungrove Hill Lane. Margaret Cubley recalled a bridleway diversion proposal that was being progressed at this location where compensation was being discussed, and asked about the status of this proposal. Andrew Fletcher agreed to provide an answer for the LAF in the post meeting report.

(2.2b) Peter Thorn updated the Forum on the progress of this scheme, a permitted path agreement was currently being discussed with the East Berks Ramblers’ Association (EBRA) and the Berkshire College of Agriculture is currently awaiting their response. The Forum asked Andrew Fletcher to chase the progress of this agreement with EBRA.

(2.9) Cllr. Simon Werner recalled a proposal linked with the repair of the Thames Path at between Boulter’s Lock and Cookham which aimed to create a new path over land at the Odney Club to join with the Weir at Cookham Lock, and work was done with Anthony Hurst on this proposal. Simon was particularly concerned that the project should be kept alive. Andrew Fletcher agreed to provide an update in the post meeting report.

Margaret Cubley noted that the Environment Agency are planning to sell some of the lock keeper’s cottages and stated that in the past when this has happened there were problems when rights of way were subsequently enclosed by new owners. Andrew Fletcher assured the Forum that where properties were sold any rights of way on the definitive map continue to be protected and any encroachment would be treated as an enforcement issue. He also stated that the existence of public rights of way is much more prominent in property searches and potential new purchasers are likely to be aware of the existence of rights of way over the property.

Cllr. Simon Werner asked what the situation was where there are routes that are being used past lock keeper’s cottages but were not recorded on the Definitive Map. Andrew Fletcher replied that no enforcement action could be taken if they were subsequently enclosed, but paths could be claimed under the usual procedures to add them to the map and put them under legal protection.

After discussion, the Forum requested a list of locks where routes are being used but are not recorded on the Definitive Map, and suggested this list also be sent to Parish Councils to enable the LAF to consider whether it would be necessary to claim the path.

(2.14) Cllr. Simon Werner requested that the wording be changed from “project has been abandoned” to “project has been placed on hold”, as it may be possible to resurrect the project at a future period. Andrew Fletcher agreed to take this back to the Public Rights of Way team for their response to the LAF.

Peter Thorn mentioned under this item that Government Office of the South East (GOSE) are implementing healthy targets which are being rolled out in certain targeted wards in the Borough, and asked if the Council have been given any specific targets?

Andrew Fletcher responded that the current targets are listed in the Rights of Way Improvement Plan, to investigate the potential for establishing a Health Walks project in conjunction with the Health Authority and local doctors, and to promote the health benefits of using public rights of way. The Council has also included healthy walking information in the new version of the Green Way leaflet, has published a health walks leaflet around Bray and has also included healthy walking information on signs around Council controlled parks. 

After further discussion, Andrew Fletcher agreed to talk to other departments within the Council to find out if any targets from GOSE have been implemented.


	Andrew Fletcher 

Andrew Fletcher

Andrew Fletcher 

Andrew Fletcher

Andrew Fletcher  

Andrew Fletcher 

Andrew Fletcher 

	6
	Publication of the updated Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way
	

	
	Andrew Fletcher introduced the updated Definitive Map that has been recently published, with a relevant date of 1st April 2008. This map combines all the legal changes that have been made since the publication of the previous map in 2000. Full copies will be available in both the Maidenhead and Windsor Libraries, with map sheets with details of the local area held in Cookham, Cox Green, Datchet, Eton, Old Windsor and Ascot libraries. Each Parish Council will receive a large map containing all the rights of way for the entire parish. 

The Forum inspected the maps and congratulated the Council for its work.


	 

	7
	Planning for the coming year
	

	
	(a) LAF Annual Report

The Forum inspected the draft Annual Report and APPROVED its publication as the LAF Annual Report 2007-2008.

(b) LAF Work Programme

The Forum discussed plans for the work programme over the coming year. The Forum agreed the work programme for the next year to include the following:

· Lost ways within RBWM, including details about the Discovering Lost Ways project.
· Quiet Lanes, inviting speakers from Buckinghamshire or South Oxfordshire Councils regarding the successes and learning’s from their work.

· Working to promote healthy lifestyles within the Borough, linked to targets and supporting Primary Care Trusts.

· Cycling in the Borough

Andrew Fletcher agreed to provide the LAF with a report about the Discovering Lost Ways project with the post meeting report, including information about the process of claiming a path and what is needed for a claim to succeed.

(c) Meeting dates for the coming year

The next full meeting of the Local Access Forum is scheduled for 16th December 2008. 

Andrew Fletcher agreed to schedule a further meeting for June 2009.

The Forum decided to hold an informal meeting in the autumn, and asked Andrew Fletcher to schedule a date nearing the end of September.


	Andrew Fletcher 

Andrew Fletcher 

Andrew Fletcher 

	8
	Permitted Path Pack
	

	
	Andrew Fletcher introduced the final Permitted Path Pack, which was a joint effort between the Local Access Forum and the Council. It is designed to encourage the creation of Permitted Paths but simplifying and explaining the process to landowners, and providing simple diagrams, template letters and agreements for use. This pack will be made ready to be published onto the Council’s website soon.

The Forum congratulated the working group and the Public Rights of Way team for its work on the pack, and endorsed the publication of the pack.


	

	9
	LAF Fast Response Team
	

	
	Andrew Fletcher introduced the item and reminded the Forum decided last meeting to set up a small working group to handle consultations that fall between LAF meetings, and requested volunteers for the group.

After discussion the LAF proposed the group to consist of:

· Curly Carver

· Harry Hancock

· Margaret Bowdery (to be confirmed)

· Peter Thorn (to be confirmed)

Andrew Fletcher agreed to organise with the group members how the group will operate.
	

	10
	Millennium Walk update
	

	
	The Forum noted a report sent to the LAF from the Maidenhead Civic Society containing an update on the progress of completing the missing links in the Millennium Walk.
	

	11
	Any Other Business
	

	
	The Forum received no items under this heading.
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