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Disabled Facilities Grants are for essential adaptations to help you live independently at home or be cared for at home.  They are governed by the Housing Grants Construction and Regeneration Act 1996 and are jointly funded by The Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead and Central Government.  An application involves:

· An assessment of your needs by an occupational therapist

· A financial assessment of your ability to fund the works 
This guide seeks to help you identify if you are likely to have a contribution to a grant.
Qualifying benefits
If you receive any of the following means tested benefits;

· Guaranteed Pension Credit,

· Housing benefit,

· Council tax benefit 

· Income Support,
· Income based Job Seekers Allowance,
· Working or Child tax credit with an income of less than £15,050,
Or if the works are for a disabled child 19 years old or younger in full time education
Then you will not have a contribution – you will have to provide proof of receiving the qualifying benefit.
State Pension 
If you only receive the state pension and have saving below £6000 you will not have a contribution.  You will also be eligible to receive benefits.
Means test calculation 
The means test takes into account you and your partner’s income and savings and is based on the following variables;
· age of applicant – below/above pensionable age,
· any children or other dependents,
· degree of disability,
· amount of earned income,
· value of all pensions  and benefits,
· amount of capital and savings above £6000 (this is treated differently for applicants over 75).
If you have an income or joint income after tax of up to £11000 with savings below £6000 – there is a good chance there will be no contribution.
If you have an income or joint income after tax between £11,000 and £20,000 with savings below £6000 – the contribution will start from a few pounds and rise to around five thousand.
If you have an income or joint income after tax above £20,000 with savings below £6000 – the contribution will rise rapidly from five thousand to tens of thousands.
If you have an income or joint income after tax above £30,000 with savings below £6000 – the contribution will be above £50,000.
Clients under 65 will have higher contributions.

Savings above £6000 have less effect than income but will make the above contributions higher.
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